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Dear Fellow Texans:

On Memorial Day, we honor the brave men and women who made the ultimate sacrifice in
defense of our great nation. Their selfless service and patriotism are a reminder to us all that our
freedom isn’t free.

Today we remember the countless courageous Texans who went above and beyond the call of
duty like Sergeant Major James G. “Ryan” Sartor from Teague, Texas, who served his country
for more than 20 years. Sgt. Maj. Sartor deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan multiple times and lost
his life during combat operations in Afghanistan. Today, his family and all of those who have
lost loved ones are in our prayers.

We also honor the previous generations of airmen, sailors, marines, soldiers, and guardsmen who
came before us — soldiers like Medal of Honor recipient and Corpus Christi native Master
Sergeant Mike Castaneda Pefia, who served in both World War II and the Korean War. During
the Battle of Tabu-dong in Korea on September 4, 1950, his unit was attacked by an enemy
battalion. Master Sgt. Pefia led his men in a counterattack, which allowed them to regain their
positions, but Pefa quickly realized they didn’t have the ammunition needed to hold the enemy
back. As his unit retreated to safety, Master Sgt. Pefia singlehandedly covered their withdrawal
by firing a machine gun at enemy soldiers, ultimately giving his life to save his brothers in arms.

Sgt. Maj. Sartor, Master Sgt. Pefia, and countless other Texans dedicated their lives to protecting
and defending our country so that we can enjoy the liberties and opportunities we do

today. Whether you’re spending this Memorial Day laying wreaths on gravestones, celebrating
our freedoms at a parade, or bringing your family and friends together for a barbecue, I hope
you’ll join me in taking a moment to reflect upon the service members who have given us the
most precious gift: our freedom.

May God bless our service members and their families, and may He continue to bless the United
States of America.

Sincerely,

Ll (o

JOHN CORNYN
United States Senator



