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THE GREEN TEAM 

As directed by the Commissioners Court, the County organized a Green Team to help move
waste diversion efforts and other environmental initiatives forward within the organization. The
‘Recycling Participation Order’ approved in 2015 to support this directive states the following:

Each department head will seek appropriate volunteers, or assign an employee or multiple
employees, if necessary, to the Tavis County Green Team. 

Although the original intent of the order was to develop a team focused primarily on recycling
efforts in County facilities, its mission has broadened over the years. The Green Team is made up
of dedicated and passionate individuals across the organization who volunteer their time and
lead by example to help conserve resources, promote climate initiatives, and educate their peers
to help further Travis County's sustainability efforts.
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The Green Team also provides a safe platform for
representatives of different County departments to ask
questions and discuss the many challenges we face
due to overheating and extreme weather. It is an
opportunity for employees to gather information,
highlight success stories, and share resources. But
above all, it is an opportunity to educate. It helps to
expand staff knowledge of environmental issues, how
they connect to our daily lives at work and at home,
and what we can do to be a part of the solution. 

Green Teams have become an integral part of climate
planning across organizations and entities and have
proven successful in bringing awareness to
environmental issues. They also promote collaboration
and cooperation among employees to reach new
heights in our efforts to lower organizational pollution.
Travis County’s Green Team will play a valuable role in
implementing the goals of our Climate Action Plan for
years to come. 
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We’d like to thank the following County departments, divisions, and work groups for their participation in the 2024 meetings that helped
develop and shape this updated Climate Action Plan (in alphabetical order):

Auditor’s Office
Community Legal Services 
Emergency Services  
Facilities Management Department (FMD)
Health & Human Services (HHS)
Human Resources Management Department
(HRMD)
Innovative Justice & Program Analysis
Intergovernmental Relations (IGR)

TNR-Development Services & Long-Range Planning
TNR-Environmental Resilience
TNR-Natural Resources
TNR-Operational Sustainability 
TNR-Parks
TNR-Public Works
TNR-Stormwater
TNR-Water Quality 

Information Technology Service
(ITS)
Juvenile Probation
Planning & Budget Office (PBO)
Public Information Office (PIO)
Purchasing Office 
Sheriff’s Office
TNR-Admin Services
TNR-Air Quality

It gives us great pride to acknowledge how many departments
that do not report to the Commissioners Court have voluntarily
participated in this effort! 

We’d also like to extend special thanks to our Judge and County
Commissioners for their commitment to making Travis County
safer, cleaner, and healthier.  

Furthermore, we express our gratitude to our external partners
who continue to share resources and offer guidance and
direction in helping us work towards our goal of net-zero climate
pollution.  

Finally, thanks to all our participating Green Team members for
your constant and unrelenting dedication to this cause! 

THANK YOU!
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APPENDIX: GLOSSARY OF TERMS
Carbon Dioxide Equivalent (CO2e): A measure that expresses the impact of various greenhouse gases in terms of the amount of carbon dioxide needed to
produce the same global warming effect.

Carbon Footprint: The amount or calculated value of greenhouse gas emissions that are associated with the activities of an individual or other entity (i.e.
building, organization, nation, etc.).

Carbon Sequestration: The process of capturing, securing, and storing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.

Climate Change: The process in which there is a shift in the Earth’s average weather patterns primarily due to human activities.

Environmental Resilience: The capacity of an ecosystem to respond to disturbances by resisting damage and subsequently recovering. 

Green Utility Programs: Optional programs offered by utility companies that allow customers to purchase renewable energy.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Gases (i.e. carbon dioxide, methane, water vapor, etc.) that are emitted into the atmosphere and can absorb infrared radiation
(heat energy) and redirect it back to the Earth’s surface, thus contributing to global warming. 

Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Inventory: A detailed list of all greenhouse gas emissions produced by a specific source or activity. 

Global Warming: The rise in the Earth’s surface and water temperatures due to increased levels of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.

Nature-Based Solutions: Actions aimed at protecting, conserving, restoring, and sustainably managing natural or modified ecosystems. 

Net-Zero Emissions: The state where the amount of greenhouse gas released into the atmosphere is equal to the amount removed.

Purple Pipe System: The City of Austin’s reclaimed water system. 

Reclaimed Water: Wastewater from homes and businesses that has been treated and recycled and is safe for non-potable water usage such as irrigation, toilet
flushing, and air conditioning systems. 

Renewable Energy (aka Green Energy): Energy made from natural resources that can be replenished on a human timescale (i.e. solar, wind, hydropower, etc.).

Renewable Energy Credits (RECs): Credits that are sold to offset carbon emissions or meet renewable energy targets. RECs are issued when one megawatt-
hour (MWh) of electricity is generated and delivered to the electricity grid from a renewable energy source.

Sustainability: The ability to maintain or support economic, environmental, or social processes over time without depleting natural resources.

Waste Diversion: The process of diverting waste materials away from the landfills towards more environmentally friendly alternatives.
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