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In the Spotlight
Loren Breland

By Jerome T. Guerrero

Whois Loren Breland? He is a career government
worker who began his career at the Mississippi State
Board of Education as a Program Monitor. Friends later convinced hi
move to Austin where he took a job with the City of Austin. Through a
friend at Travis County, he applied for an opening in the Purchasing Office.
He considers himself one of the “old-timers” now - going on seven years
with the County. Not a lot people see what goes into the purchasing pro-
cess. “We see what is bought and what goes into it. Itis a very important
function. ”

He enjoys spending time with his one dog, Caelagh (Kay Lah), a black lab
and cat, Fiona. He loves to cook. Nothing in particular, meat, chicken, fish,
whatever; “I'm not a vegetarian.” You will hear him sharing with co-work-
ers what he cooked over the weekend. This past weekend, it was fish.

He likes outdoor activities such as golfing, hiking and rock climbing, Ire-
member seeing him walking at lunch, just coming back from the Bitter End
- one of his favorite hangouts. As a technical climber, Loren uses ropes and
carabiners. His climbing has taken him to Enchanted Rock, South Dakota,
and Boulder, Colorado. Although, lately he has turned into a “home
body,” preferring the comforts of his couch and TV. ot P

Purchasing Month

By Jerome T. Guerrero

Travis County celebrates Purchasing Month with a
proclamation on March 1, 2005, by the Travis County ;
Commissioners Court. Bormie Floyd and Frank /0c/A1ation
Holder, Assistant Purchasing Agents, accepted the
proclamation on behalf of the Purchasing Office. Cyd
Grimes, CPM, Purchasing Agent is proud to have an
outstanding and talented group of professional
people. An informal gathering was held on March-
10th to honor the Purchasing Office.




Purchasing Liaison Spotlight
Kelly McGlammery By Jerome T. Guerrero

Nominated by one of his peers, Donna Williams-Jones, describes Kelly as the key contact at
Transportation and Natural Resources (TNR) for all contracts except major construction proj-
ects. Kelly provides a lot of detail to TNR's 400 employees. His primary function is Financial
Analyst/Contracts Coordinator, but his job isn't just reviewing contracts and "keeping the
wheels moving" as he putsit. When he talks about his work, his tone changes. He has been
lighthearted, friendly - a twinkle in his eye. He knows what his purpose is at Travis County:
He has his heart in one particular area - which is grant writing; specifically grants for the Ken- = e=
1edy Ridge and Plover Place areas. Kelly can be reached at

Due to Kelly’s grant writing efforts, residents are able to get materials for water and waste- . Leell i ?54'7678 :
water improvement. The residents in turn are doing the work themselves. "T'm kind of A O A AT
remote but I'm part of what is going on...It makes you feel good when you improve someone's

It seems that the other things we talked about, marriage, kids, granddaughter, dancing, enjoying music seems trivial when you help
bring much needed services to an area that was overlooked. "... .the things that mean the most in life are the things you do for other
people..." I can tell that Kelly is proud of his work at Travis County.

Do you know a purchasing liaison you would like to nominate for this article?
E-mail jerome.guerrero@co.travis.tx.us

Link up ..to helpful purchasing information; resources for business owner; fun sites

http:/fwww.gradebeam.com : Free subscription service for notification of potential construction bids

http://spartnerships.com : Subscription service for information on doing business with state govemment. Link to their newsletter for
information on what is going on with state government from legislation to business opportunities.
http://esbd.tbpc.state.tx.us/1380/sagency.cfm : Texas Building & Procurement Commission Electronic State Business Daily; search
bid opportunities with the State of Texas using their search engine.

http:/fwww.traveltexas.com/ : The Official site of Texas Tourism; lots of fun things to see and do.
http://govloans.gov/govloans/index.html : Gateway to all types of government loans, from business, veterans and other loans.

Arothe Fehis knred inon homebod o i ding |
mtlm-lsareunderway hlateMay,[omm]lbemamedtohlslong Travis County respectfully
ﬁTﬁ girlftiend, Sltlle' s o i DB (ot o recognizes the efforts and

ren is currently working on Certified Professio C :
Buyer) certification. e is hoping to sit for the test in November. His gard W‘f’[’.«‘k ot fﬂ;ff Dationa.
main area of purchasing is office supplies but “there is a smorgasbord SO O YYORILTL T
of stuff to do.” His areas vary from gasoline, diesel to motor boats. Construction (NAWIC) for
He prefers that vendors at least respond to his IFB (Invitation for Bid).  the week of March 7 - 11,

“Sometimes vendors are non-responsive.” He would suggest thatven-  2005. Without their efforts
dors at least respond with a “no bid” to keep the lines of communica- and hard work, foundations
tion open. “I will keep them in mind when an opportunity comes up.”

In closing, Loren’s advice to vendors is to make themselves known. and brigkg woult noghave

Get to know what Travis County buys, when the county buys, and been laid.
what the county paid. Keep in the purchaser’s radar by “giving
quotes” and staying in contact by being responsive. Great Job!

®



’Feﬁniﬁons: Design Build - ﬁ‘

By Maruvin Brice

Design-Build (D/B) is an alternative solicitation method that streamlines the typical
design, bid, build scenario which most public entities use for the construction of new
fauht:e& ﬂmD{Bapprmdlaﬂﬂwsﬂmonm(TmmCounW)mhneammdm

firm (to develop the design), and a General Contractor
(GO) (to construct the fadility), under one umbrella.

The D/B method serves to eliminate construction problems by allowing the GC the
opportunity to work directly with the A/E during the design phase. It places the
“lion’s share” of the risk on the D/B team to ensure the accuracy of the design, and to
coordinate through both the design and construction phases. This designation essen-
tially relieves the owner of these responsibilities .

More importantly, a guaranteed maximum price for the project and no additional
costs to the owner for any change orders results in a more efficient project with a
greater likelihood of being completed “on time and on budget”. D/B also increases
subcontracting opportunities , which can translate into contracts for small and minor-
iy-owdbusimssa,heprhm:ypurposeforﬂmemﬁszUBgoaJs Inshort,

’ DyB is a “win-win” situation for the owner, t.’neDfBﬁnnsandﬁ‘neHUanmnuu!

http:/fwww.co.travis.beus/purchasing/solicitation.asp

Purchasing Staff Attends ABC “Meet the General Contractors”

By Jerome T. Guerrero

On February 15, 2005, Associated Builders & Contrac-
tors, Inc., sponsored a networking event. HUB Program
Coordinator Sylvia Lopez and HUB Program Specialist
Jerome Guerrero, along with Purchasing Agent Assistants
Sylvia Gonzalez and Richard Villareal met with represen-
tatives of SpawGlass, Rogers-OBrien Construction Co.,
FaulknerUSA, Gilbane and others to discuss opportunities
for HUB subcontractors. Many general contractors ex-
pressed interest in the upcoming Travis County Correc-

tional Complex (TCCC) Expansion.

Purchasing Staff Phone List

Main Number (512) 854-9700

Purchasing Agent Cyd Grimes B54-9761
Executive Assistant Lana Boling B54-9766
Purchasing Clerk Vera Cervantes 854-9918
Purchasing Clerk Patricia Estrada B54-9915
Purchasing Clerk Juan Gonzalez B54-9916

Clerk Jessica Mendoza B54-9917
Asst. Purchasing Agent Frank Holder B854-9451
Business Sys. Consultant Scott Worthington  854-4851

Fixed Asset Manager Ron Dube 8546458
Warehouse Supervisor  Dan Rollie B854-6459
Fixed Asset Associate Matt Phillips. B54-7438
Purchasing Agent Asst. Rebecca Gardner B54-9853
'P!.ln:hasung Asent Asst.  Jason Walker BR4-4562

Agent Asst. Mike Long B54-4850
Purchasing Agent Asst. Marvin Brice B54-9765

Asst, Purchasing Agent Bonnie Floyd B854-4173
HUB Coordinator Sylvia Lopez B54-4561
HUB Specialist Betty Chapa B54-9514
HILUB Specialist Jerome Guerrerc B54-4852
Purchasing Agent Asst. Donald Rollack B54-9760
Purchasing Agent Asst.  Manuel Perez B54-4853
Purchasing Agent Asst. Jorge Talavera B54-9762
Purchasing Agent Asst. Lolly Jones B854-4204

Agent Asst.  Loren Breland B54-4854
Purchasing Agent Asst. Lori Clyde 854-4205




Central Texas Small
Business Procurement
Conference

By Jerome T. Guernero

As part of the outreach done by the Purchas- g
ing Office, staff attended the 5th Annual Central * =
Texas Small Business Procurement Conference in
Waco. Dedicated staff met and networked with
the public, government and private organiza-
tions. Information was exchanged from repre-
sentatives of Small Business Administration and
Texas Building & Procurement Commission .
Purchasing staff handed out information packets
to potential vendors for Travis County:

Waco, Texas

5th Annual
Central Texas Small Business
Procurement Conference

The Travis County Purchasing
Quarterly is a work in progress
that will continue to grow and im-
prove. We are always open to
your suggestions. Please feel free
to e-mail your ideas to
jerome.guerrero@co.travis.tx.us.
The Travis County Purchasing
Office is striving to improve our
service to you. Please let us know
how we can better serve you.

Info for

= Liaisons,
for May 4, 2005 for
Vendor Fair at UT.
to meet with pote
who are eager to do
government agencies.
be held from 10 a.m. -
Frank Erwin Center.

%" Do you know
stumped for a HUB,
the HUB Office for a
ing of potential vendor
needed service or co

Call the HUB Staff a
854-9914 or 854-4852

To ensure that you are serviced efficiently, please stop at the front desk when
visiting the Purchasing Office. All documents will be logged in, date stamped
and distributed appropriately. If you need to speak with a staff member, some-
oone in the Purchasing Office will be happy to assist you. The Travis County
Purchasing Office is striving to improve our service to you. Please let us know
how we can better serve you.




