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JP5 INFORMATION ON OCCUPATIONAL DRIVER’S LICENSE (ODL) 

1. The JP filing fee for an ODL is $51.00 
2. The applicant must file the following: 

 
a) A Petition for Occupational Driver’s License (ODL); 
b) An SR-22 insurance form; 
c) A letter from the applicant’s employer, pay stub, work/school schedule, or any other proof of 

essential need for an occupational license.  If the applicant is retired, disabled, unemployed, or on 
public assistance, a sworn affidavit explaining your need to drive; 

d) A certified copy of the applicant’s driving record (Type AR-Certified Abstract of Driving Record) 
from the Department of Public Safety, which may be obtained by mail with the attached form or at: 
http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/DriverLicense/driverrecords.htm. 

e) The petition must state any pending criminal charges of the applicant, other than Class C 
misdemeanors. 
 

3. The court will consider applications for ODL’s each Tuesday at 1:30 p.m. and Thursday at 1:30 p.m.  
Each applicant will receive a hearing date when the petition is filed. 

4. The law limits driving under an ODL to a maximum of four (4) hours per day.  Upon a showing of 
necessity, the court may permit an applicant to drive up to twelve (12) hours per day, e.g., from 7:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. or some equivalent period; however, the court may further restrict driving times as 
appropriate. 

5. An occupational driver license cannot be issued to drive a commercial motor vehicle. 
6. The court will forward one certified copy of the ODL and a certified copy of petition to the Texas 

Department of Public Safety.  
7. The applicant is responsible for mailing the following documents to the Texas Department of 

Public Safety: a certified copy of your Petition, certified copy of the Order for ODL that was 
signed by the Judge, your SR-22 proof of insurance certificate, a check, money order or cashier’s 
check payable to Texas DPS for the Occupational License fee. Send $10.00 for a 1 year license or 
$20.00 for a 2 year license. 

8. The Department of Public Safety will then send the applicant an ODL card after receipt of the order, 
petition, and required documents. 

9. The driver must keep one certified copy of the ODL at all times when driving, along with a copy of the 
SR-22 or other insurance. The driver must also keep the order with the Texas Department of Public 
Safety issued card to verify the times the driver is allowed to drive. 

10. The court may order the ODL revoked for good cause at any time. 

http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/DriverLicense/driverrecords.htm

