
 

 

The regular meeting of the Travis County Historical Commission was held on Wednesday, 
February 9, 2011, in the Commissioners’ Courtroom in the Granger Building.  Chairman Barry 
Hutcheson called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE:  Members present:  Patti Hansen, Marty Moulthrop, Nora Jackson, Bill 
Beare, Nancy Hamilton, Margie Alford, Jane Manaster, Bob Ward, May Schmidt, David White, 
Barry Hutcheson and Adrienne Isom.  Absent:  Margarine Beaman, Carolyn Jones, Faith 
Weaver, Rosemary Morrow, Sarah Harriman. 

CITIZENS COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 

CALL, RECEIVE INFORMATION, TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION ON: 

Minutes:  The minutes of January 12 were approved as previously sent to the members. 

Report from the Chair:  Barry reported that all members have been reappointed except for 
those in Precinct 3.  The four current members in Precinct 3 will be officially 
appointed/reappointed in the near future.  Commissioner Eckhardt, Precinct 2,  has received one 
applicant from her public request for interested citizens.  Her name is Lorraine Lasdon and, 
although she was unable to attend today’s meeting, Barry presented her vita to the members.   

Nominating Committee Report:  The proposed slate of officers for 2011-2013 is as follows: 

Chairman:  Barry Hutcheson; Vice Chairman:  Bob Ward; Secretary:  Marty Moulthrop; 
Treasurer:  Nancy Hamilton.  The slate will be voted on at the March meeting, assuming all 
members have been reappointed by then. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Nancy Hamilton reported a balance of $2064.27.  She is changing our 
bank account from Compass Bank to Wells Fargo to save on service fees. 

Research Committee Report:  Marty Moulthrop reported that only one marker from 2009 
remains in the THC pipeline:  Littig Cemetery.  The THC marker staff assures us that it will be 
writing the marker text soon.  Barry reported that marker text for the railroad depots (2010) is 
supposed to be ready next week.  He and Larry McGinnis and Ben Sargent of the Austin Steam 
Train Association, the marker sponsor, met with Councilman Riley on February 8 to apprise him 
of the dedication to be planned later in the year.   

RTHL inventory:  May Schmidt, Bob Ward, David White and Margie Alford will work on 
coordinating this project and sending in completed forms to THC.  Barry will forward the 158 
forms to this committee. 



Historic Cemeteries:  Marty reported that the THC Cemetery office has issued a new, 
streamlined form for cemetery designations. 

Dedications Committee Report:  David White reminded members of the marker dedication at 
Merrilltown Cemetery on April 9 at 1:00 p.m. 

Public Relations:  May Schmidt requested that PR Chair Margie Alford obtain additional 
bookmarks for distribution.  Margie will check with the County on this matter. 

Projects Committee Report:  (Patti Hansen) 

African-American Schools Book:  Jane Manaster wrote to the head of African-American studies 
and also the dean of American Studies at UT about this project, but has had no replies yet as to 
whether there would be a graduate student interested in taking on this project.  Jane is also 
working with Carver Center Director Bernadette Phifer on photos.  The book’s format still has 
not been determined. 

Mexican-American Schools Book:  No report. 

History of Travis CHC:  Bill Beare will check with Austin History Center to see what records 
they have found. 

By-Laws Revisions:  No report. 

Travis CHC Website:  Minutes of our meetings should be posted. 

Essay Contest:  No update. 

CLG Committee Report: Bob Ward reported that the NE Travis County Survey Report is to be 
mailed to Williamson and Bastrop county historical commissions, as well as the cities of 
Pflugerville, Elgin and Manor, the Austin History Center, Manda Community, and Ms. 
Samuelson from the Swedish Colony.   

CORRESPONDENCE, OTHER BUSINESS: 

Any member interested in attending all or part of the THC’s annual preservation conference, to 
be held in Austin March 31-April 2, should contact Barry. 

Members discussed the proposed cuts in the State budget, including suspending all funding for 
the THC.  Barry will write a letter of support to the THC on behalf of the Travis CHC.  Members 
were urged to monitor the budget bills. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Adrienne is continuing her outdoor exhibit at the Passon House, with 
photos of African-American schools etched on glass and mounted on posts. 

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 5:53. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marty Moulthrop 


