
 
 

Travis County Historical Commission 
Minutes of January 12, 2011 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  The regular meeting of the Travis County Historical Commission 
was held on Wednesday, January 12, 2011, in the Commissioners’ Courtroom of the 
Granger Building.  Chairman Barry Hutcheson called the meeting to order at 5:04 p.m. 
 
DETERMINATION OF QUORUM:  Members present:  Marty Moulthrop, David White, 
Bob Ward, Nancy Hamilton, Patti Hansen, Nora Jackson, Barry Hutcheson, Bill Beare, 
Jane Manaster, Rosemary Morrow and Adrienne Isom.  Absent:  Vonnye Rice-Gardner, 
Margarine Beaman, Carolyn Jones, Marjorie Alford, May Schmidt, Vicky Worsham and 
Sarah Harriman. 
 
CITIZEN COMMUNICATION:  None. 
 
CALL, RECEIVE INFORMATION, TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION ON: 
 
Introduction of New Members and Guests:  Barry introduced Danny Camacho, who is a 
potential member. Mr. Camacho is a volunteer at the Austin History Center. 
 
Minutes:  The minutes of December 8, 2010, were corrected to show that Carolyn Jones, 
Jane Manaster and Adrienne Isom were present.  Also, the CLG’s Webberville Survey 
Project has been accepted by the THC for processing, rather than approved.  The minutes 
were approved as corrected. 
 
Report from the Chair:  Barry noted that the reappointment process is in progress.  
Precinct 2 Commissioner Eckhardt has decided to issue a call for interested applicants in 
her precinct and the deadline is January 21.  Therefore, we should be able to hold the 
election of new officers at next month’s meeting as stipulated in the By-Laws.  Barry also 
stated that Faith Weaver and Vicky Worsham are not re-applying for membership. 
 
Barry reported that yesterday, January 11th, the Travis County Commissioners Court 
issued a proclamation honoring Bruno Schmidt on his 100th birthday.  Patti Hansen 
showed a video of the proceedings.  Ten CHC members were in attendance.  Both the 
proclamation and an Award of Merit from the Texas Historical Commission will be 
presented to Rev. Schmidt at a party on Sunday, January 16.  Several members plan to 
attend. 
 



Treasurer’s Report:  Nancy Hamilton stated that the new sander has been paid for.  A 
copy of her report is attached.  Two categories have been eliminated, as they were never 
used.  She has received notice from Compass Bank that we will now be charge a $7 
monthly fee to have the monthly statement mailed.  It was the consensus of those present 
that she should check with other banks to see if they offer this service without charge.  
Regarding the frames, copying expenses, etc. for the essay contest next year, we have 
money in our savings account to cover these expenditures.  This is revenue from past 
book sales. 
 
Research Committee Report:  Marty Moulthrop reported that the marker text for the 
Granger House and The Perch (10TV05) has been approved.  This leaves only one 
marker from last year, the Littig Cemetery, that remains to have the text written.   
 
Marty also reported that she has received two Requests to Relocate an Official Texas 
Historical Marker from the City of Austin.  They are the Grinninger Fence marker and a 
Texas Bicentennial marker titled United States Army-5th Military District  (Erected 1936).  
Both are on the north shore of Lady Bird Lake and the south end of Trinity Street, and the 
City will package and store them during construction of Phase I of the Waller Creek 
Tunnel project.  The members approved both requests and David White will check to 
ensure the markers are relocated to a suitable site when the construction project is 
completed.  
 
Historic Cemeteries:  Bob Ward plans to meet with Dale Flatt and Kay Boyd, who are 
local cemetery preservationists.  They want to cull the multitude of records available and 
find secure storage for the information, perhaps at TARL. 
 
Dedications Committee Report:  David White reported that Merrilltown Cemetery’s 
marker will be dedicated on April 9.  The replacement marker for the Site of the 
Confederate Veterans’ Home will also be in April – date to be determined. 
 
Public Relations Committee Report:  Margie Alford has contacted the American-
Statesman about Bruno Schmidt’s birthday.  Also, his slide presentation on local 
historical churches must be reproduced on disk before it can be put on the County 
website. 
 
Projects Committee Report: 
 
African-American Schools Book:  Jane Manaster reported that she, Barry and and Marty 
recently met with Mike Miller, archivist at the Austin History Center, to discuss the next 
step with this project.  Jane met with Carver Library director Bernadette Phifer to 
thoroughly review the text and photos.  Jane has also written to the History Department at 
UT to inquire about a graduate student taking on the compilation of this book as a project.  
“The Defender” was published in 1936 in yearbook format, which is not suitable for the 
current project.  Adrienne Isom stated that she helped put together a collection of over 
600 items of memorabilia for a reunion of Old Anderson High School a couple of years 



ago.  She said she would be the contact person for these records and could forward the 
information we already have compiled to the head of the Old AHS Alumni Association.   
 
Mexican-American Schools Book:  no report. 
 
Travis CHC History:  Barry reported the good news that Mike Miller at the History 
Center is putting together the CHC’s records in one location.  This should help Bill in 
making progress on this project. 
 
County Website:  Our new camera takes videos and should be utilized at all marker 
dedications and other events.   
 
Essay Contest:  Rosemary Morrow noted that our project at ACC could be used at other 
community colleges. 
 
CLG Committee: Bob Ward plans to mail copies of the Northeast Travis County Survey 
to the cities of Elgin, Manor, etc.  He was advised to check with May Schmidt as to 
whom to contact at the County office about free mailing.  Barry noted that the CLG 
Committee is eligible for refund from our grant for this survey due to the volunteers 
having done more work than was predicted in the agreement.  
 
Bob is going to meet with May Schmidt and Vonnye Rice-Gardner about the Ransom 
Williams Home Site (African-American) survey to explore the possibility of seeking a 
grant for an educational publication about the site. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE, OTHER BUSINESS:  None. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Barry reported that the THC is coming out with new Historic 
Texas Cemetery designation forms and information sheets; these are meant to simplify 
the process. 
 
Member Sarah Harriman is retiring next week.  Congratulations, Sarah! 
 
COMMENTS BY COMMISSIONERS:  None. 
 
ADJOURN:  The meeting was adjourned at 6:11 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Marty Moulthrop 
Acting Secretary 


