
 
 

Minutes of December 8, 2010 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  The regular meeting of the Travis County Historical Commission was held on 
Wednesday, December 8, 2010, in the Commissioners’ Courtroom of the Granger Building.  Chairman 
Barry Hutcheson called the meeting to order at 5:07 p.m. 
 
DETERMINATION OF QUORUM:  Members present were:  Patti Hansen, Rosemary Morrow, Norah 
Jackson, Bill Beare, Bob Ward, Vonnye Rice-Gardner, Barry Hutcheson, Marty Moulthrop, Nancy 
Hamilton, Margie Alford, Sarah Harriman, May Schmidt, David White, Faith Weaver, Carolyn Jones, 
Adrienne Isom and Jane Manaster.   
 
Absent:  Margarine Beaman, Vicky Worsham. 
 
CITIZENS’ COMMUNICATION:  None. 
 
CALL, RECEIVE INFORMATIN, TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION ON: 
 
Introduction of New Members and Guests:  
 Barry introduced two staff members from the Texas Historical Commission:  Bob Brinkman, historical 
marker coordinator, and Amy Hammons, coordinator for county historical commissions.  Both encouraged 
us in our work and urged us to communicate with them concerning any questions or problems with which 
they can help. Also present was Preservation Texas intern Sunny Howard, who is looking for a research 
project.  
 
Minutes:   
The minutes of November 10, 2010, were approved as corrected on a motion by Bob Ward, seconded by 
Nancy Hamilton, and passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:   
Nancy Hamilton reported that our new budget is the same as last year’s. 
 
Research Committee Report:  
 Marty Moulthrop reported that, of our total of five marker applications for 2011, one has been withdrawn.  
That was a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark application for the Ziller House; it was withdrawn by the 
owner but may be re-submitted at a future date.  Sunny Howard will research the Mitchell House, one of 
the untold marker subjects that were approved this year. 
 
Cemetery Coordinator Bob Ward that he has met with Dale Flatt and other local cemetery preservationists 
about forming a cemetery committee for the purpose of creating an accurate map of cemeteries in Travis 
County.   
 
Dedications Committee Report:  
 David White reported that there have been no dedications this month.  A new sander and camera have been 
purchased and are in David’s possession.  David asked for copies of any photos members have taken at 
recent dedications.  These will also be sent to the County website through Patti Hansen.  Barry added that 
the microphone on our podium has been repaired at no cost; therefore, the replacement microphone 
mentioned in the previous minutes is unnecessary. 
 
Public Relations Committee Report:   
Margie Alford noted that she has not had a reply from the editor of The Medallion, the THC’s monthly 
newsletter, on the article she sent on long-time CHC member Bruno Schmidt’s 100 birthday.  Amy 
Hammons of the THC said she would be glad to help with this and informed us that the THC has an Award 
of Merit for citizens who have given lengthy service to county historical commissions.  Margie will also 
contact someone at the American-Statesman about a possible story on Rev. Schmidt.  



 
Projects Committee Report: 
African-American Schools:  Jane Manaster is working on editing the text of the book and Vonnye Rice-
Gardner is continuing to search for photos. 
 
Mexican-American Schools:  no report. 
 
History of Travis CHC:  Bill Beare is making progress; however, he is unable to locate old county 
historical records.   
 
By-Laws Revisions:  no report. 
 
Travis CHC website:  Patti Hansen has sent an update on our activities to the County website staff.  She 
urged members to send her any information that would be appropriate for the website, including dates of 
local historical activities, meetings and marker dedications. Bob Ward reported he sent the County web 
team both CLG survey reports that were recently completed.  These should be online soon. 
 
Essay Contest:  The 2010 awards event was yesterday morning, December 7th, at ACC’s Riverside Campus.  
Vonnye reported that it was well attended and that the contest has stimulated student interest in local 
history.  The Commission decided to fund the certificates, frames, etc. for the essay contest awards.  Last 
year’s program is now available on DVD and Vonnye expressed her thanks to ACC for doing this at no 
cost.  Working with Dr. Ward, Dean of Communications at ACC, Vonnye will post the essay contest in the 
syllabus for Composition I.  Members applauded Vonnye’s continuing dedication to this project and her 
hours of work devoted to it.  
 
CLG Committee Report:  Bob Ward reported that funding for the Webberville survey project has been 
accepted by the THC for processing.  He and Barry presented hard copies of the Northeast Travis County 
survey report to the County Commissioners recently.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Marty reported that the THC is celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Recorded Texas Historic Landmark 
(RTHL) designation in 2012.  In anticipation of this milestone, they are asking each county historical 
commission to inventory the RTHL sites within their county, using a list of sites and an inventory form the 
THC will provide.  The goal is to have this inventory completed by May, 2011, so that the THC can begin 
to input the updated information from every Texas county on their website.  Any CHC that completes its 
inventory by May 31, 2011, will be entered in a drawing, in which three county names will be drawn and 
each will receive a complimentary marker for the 2012 application cycle.  Mr. Brinkman and Ms. 
Hammons spoke briefly on this project and urged the members to participate.   
 
The W. H. Passon Historical Society will host a reception on December 11th honoring Judge Richard Scott, 
at the Southgate-Lewis House, 1501 E. 12th Street, from 11 a.m. to l p.m.  All are invited. 
 
The Society for Historical Archeology will convene its national conference at the Hilton Hotel in Austin.  
Dates are January 5 – 8, 2011. 
 
The Texas Historical Commission’s annual historic preservation conference will be held at the Sheraton 
Hotel, Austin, from March 30 through April 2, 2011. 
 
ADJOURN:  The meeting was adjourned at 5:55 p.m.  Merry Christmas! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Marty Moulthrop 
Acting Secretary 
 
 


