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Education 
 

 

 

Goals and Services 

Programs within this issue area promote and support academic preparedness (school 

readiness) as well as educational attainment and success.  Some examples of services provided 

by programs within this issue area include early childhood education; academic support or 

enrichment; literacy, G.E.D., and adult basic education; English as a Second Language (ESL) 

classes; out-of classroom activities or programs whose goals are academic-oriented (e.g. math 

or science camps), language or literacy fluency and/or proficiency classes; and computer or 

technology literacy. 

 

Contracted Service Providers included in this Issue Area 

BookSpring .................................................................................................................................... 82 

Youth and Family Alliance (d.b.a. LifeWorks): Basic Adult Education and ESL ............................. 84 

 

Investment in Education and Other Issue Areas, 2009 
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BookSpring 

RIF Books for Ownership for Elementary School Students 

 

 

 
Program Description 

BookSpring provides books to children from low-income families.  In turn, the program hopes to 

mitigate the barriers to home-based literacy opportunities and motivate children to read as a 

leisure activity. 

 

 
Funding 

The total TCHHS/VS investment in the RIF Books for Ownership for Elementary School Students 

program for 2009 was $13,126.  This investment comprised 3.4% of the total program budget. 

 

 
Eligibility Criteria 

This program serves children enrolled in the Austin Independent School District elementary 

schools that have a large majority of students who come from low-income households. 
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Youth and Family Alliance (d.b.a. LifeWorks) 

Basic Adult Education and ESL 
 

 

 
Program Description 

This program provides instruction in basic literacy and English as a Second Language (ESL) 

instruction.  The goals of these services are to reduce the rate of functional illiteracy and help 

students learn to read English in order to improve the quality of their lives and achieve greater 

economic stability. 

 

 
Funding 

The total TCHHS/VS investment in the Basic Adult Education and ESL program for 2009 was 

$33,249.  This investment comprised 7.5% of the total program budget.  TCHHS/VS also funds 

three additional programs at LifeWorks—the Housing program, which is described in the 

Housing Continuum issue area section; the Youth Development program, which is described in 

the Child and Youth Development issue area section; and the Counseling program, which is 

described in the Behavioral Health issue area section. 

 

 
Eligibility Criteria 

Services are provided to Travis County residents age 17 and older who read below the fifth 

grade reading level and have incomes below 200% of the Federal Poverty Income Guideline 

level. 
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