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Fact Sheet: Local Human Service Implications for Selected Proposed Legislation – 84th 

There are several proposed bills that restrict or protect receipt of the forms of public assistance listed 

below. The most current data available describing the volume of local residents utilizing these forms of 

assistance is provided to inform local decision-makers of the impact of proposed state action. 

SNAP-HB 570, HB 747, HB 840, HB 1258, HB 1259, HB 1267, HB 1332, HB 2666, HB 2673, SB 470, SB 606 

 In February 2015, there were 114, 313 Travis County residents receiving SNAP benefits, the majority 

of whom were children under 18 years of age (67,185 or 59%). [HHSC, 2015] 

 Context: 18% of Travis County residents (or 186,890 individuals) lived in food-insecure households. 

A food insecure household is one that, at times, lacks access to enough food for an active, healthy 

life and has limited or uncertain availability of nutritionally adequate foods. [Feeding America, 2012] 

TANF- HB 747, HB 1332, SB 54, SB 723 

 As of February of 2015, there were 74 state-funded TANF recipients in 21 families in Travis County.  

 60% of these recipients (45) were children. The average TANF benefit per family for Travis County 

recipients is $243. [HHSC, 2015] 

 Context: In 2013, a family of four (including two children) needed at least $4,168 per month to cover 

transportation, housing, food, child care, taxes and medical costs. [CPPP, 2013] 

Medicaid – HB 116, HB 977, HB 1332, HB 2954, HB 3035, HB 3036, HB 3195, HB 3845, HB 3847, HB 3934, 

HB 4000, HB 4054, SB 89, SB 423, SB 1995 

 As of October 2013, 114,708 Travis County individuals were enrolled in Medicaid. 73% or 84,186 of 

these enrollees were children. [HHSC, 2013] 

 Context: 

o 18% of Travis County residents (or 202,261 individuals) were uninsured in 2013. [ACS, 2013] 

o County taxpayers paid more than $106 M in FY 2014 in uncompensated care costs. [Austin-

American Statesman, 3/29/15] 

o Expanding Medicaid coverage to persons up to 138% FPL in Travis County will insure 78,687 

persons who currently are uninsured. [ACS 2013] Local hospitals will experience a positive 

fiscal impact due to decreased uncompensated care burden. 

Unemployment Benefits and Services Provided to Undocumented Immigrants 

 HB 306, SB 62: Undocumented individuals are currently eligible for only a very limited number of 

governmental benefits, such as WIC and Emergency Medicaid, which are both federally mandated, 

as is public education.   

 HB 589, SB 722: In February 2015, Travis County unemployment was at 3.3% or 21,649 individuals. 

Of these individuals, only 3,816 drew unemployment benefits. Benefits range from $64 to $465 per 

week and can only be received for 26 weeks total. [TWC, 2015] Note that unemployment benefits 

are not state-funded. 


