Statement from Travis County Judge Sam Biscoe

(Travis County, TX) — Today, Travis County Judge Sam Biscoe released the following statement
regarding Governor Greg Abbott’s Executive Order To Open Bars In Qualifying Counties:

“Based on the memo from Dr. Mark Escott, COVID-19 continues to be a threat to Travis
County. In the past ten days, Travis County has seen an increase in hospitalized individuals, ICU
bed utilization, and ventilator use. As such, I cannot in good conscience allow bars to reopen at
50% of capacity at this time. The risk to our public health is too great, especially now that
students of all ages have returned to the classroom.”

“As we move forward, I will continue to work with Dr. Escott to reevaluate data collected and in
fourteen days will determine if Travis County is in a position to safely reopen bars. Until then, |
encourage everyone to continue practicing safety measures that will help us reduce the
transmission of COVID-19.”



