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ORDER 

BY STAYS lN flbE 
THE COUNTY JUDGE OF TRAVIS COUNTY 

County Judge Order No 2020-9 Relatmg to Notices to Vacate, Ev1ct10n Proceedmgs 
m response to COVID-19 

Whereas, on March 6, 2020, a Declarat10n of Local Disaster was issued by Travis County 
Judge Sarah Eckhardt to allow the County of Travis ("County" or "Travis County"), Texas to take 
measures to reduce the possibihty of exposure to CO VID-19 and promote the health and safety of 
Travis County residents, and 

Whereas, on March 13, 2020, a Declarat10n of State of Disaster was issued by Governor 
Abbott to take additional steps to prepare for, respond to, and mitigate the spread of COVID-19 to 
protect the health and welfare of Texans, and 

Whereas, the COVID-19 virus 1s contagious and spreads through person-to-person 
contact, especially m group settmgs, and 

Whereas, on March 15, 2020, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ("CDC") 
recommended that orgamzers (whether groups or md1v1duals) cancel or postpone m-person events 
that consist of 50 people or more throughout the Umted States, and 

Whereas, on March 16, 2020, President Trump acknowledged the gravity of the COVID-
19 pandemic, releasmg stnct new gu1delmes to hmrt people's mteract10ns, mcludmg that 
Amencans should avoid groups of more than 10 people, and 

Whereas, on March 19, 2020, Governor Abbott issued Executive Order GA 08 Relatmg 
to COVID-19 Preparedness and M1t1gation statmg people shall avoid social gathermgs m groups 
of more than 10 people and closed all schools until Apnl 3, 2020, and 

Whereas, on March 20, 2020 and on March 21, 2020, due to the substantial nsks to the 
pubhc, County Judge issued orders deemmg 1t m the pubhc mterest to proh1b1t anywhere m the 
City of Austm, Social Gathermgs of more than IO people, to proh1b1t gathermgs of more than I 0 
people for other than social purposes, unless social distancmg could be mamtamed and controlled 
and to identify cntical mfrastructure, 

Whereas, on March 24, 2020, based m part on credible modelmg by Umvers1ty of Texas 
at Austm that further restnctron of movement of persons rs necessary to reduce the substantial nsk 
of harm to the pub he, the County Judge issued Order 2020-5, more commonly known as the "Stay 
Home - Work Safe Order," reqmrmg all md1v1duals m Travis County to stay home or m their place 
of residence except to perform certam essential act1v1t1es, or to perform work m or obtam service 
from an Essential Busmess, Essential Government Functions or service, or m Cntical 
Infrastructure 
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Whereas, on Apnl 14, 2020, m order to contmue slowmg the rate and number of people 
mfected with CO VID-19, the County issued "Stay Home - Work Safe" Order 2020-7, further 
restnctmg the movement of persons 1s necessary to reduce the substantial nsk of harm to the 
public and requmng md1v1duals to stay at home or the1r place of residence except to perform 
certam essential actlv1ties, or to perform work m or obtam service from an Essential Busmess, 
Essential Government Service, or m Cnt1cal Infrastructure and to practice Social D1stancmg and 
Face Covermg Reqmrements, and 

Whereas, on Apnl 17, 2020, Governor Abbott issued Executive Order GA-17 
("Governor's Order GA-17") creatmg the "Governor's Stnke Force to Open Texas" to study 
and make recommendations on restartmg and rev1tahzmg all aspects of the State, and 

Whereas, on Apnl 27, 2020 and May 5, 2020, Governor Abbott issued Executive 
Orders GA-18 and GA-21 ("Governor's Orders" or "GA-18" or "GA-21" respectively) relatmg 
to the contmuation of social d1stancmg measures whlle also expandmg the hst of services that 
could reopen, with reduced occupancy hmits, as an add1t1onal mcrease m commercial and 
social mteractlons, and allowmg local Junsd1ct10ns to enforce the Executive Order as well as 
adopt local restnct10ns consistent with the Governor's Orders, and 

Whereas, on Apnl 27, 2020 and May 5, 2020, Governor Abbott provided recommended 
health protocols for those services allowed to reopen under the Governor's Orders to attempt to 
m1t1gate mcreased transfer of COVID-19 associated with the resultmg commercial and social 
mteractions, and 

Whereas, as of May 7th, Travis County has experienced 1,946 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 and 57 deaths as a result of the disease, while the number of new cases confirmed 
daily has not shown a downward traJectory over any fourteen-day penod smce the Declarat10n of 
Local Disaster was issued on March 6th and 1s expected by the Health Authority to contmue 
nsmg with the adm1mstrat1on of add1t10nal testmg, and 

Whereas, based on additional modelmg data from the Umvers1ty of Texas regardmg vanous 
reopenmg scenanos related to COVID-19, 1t may take three to six weeks of data to provide sufficient 
mformat1on to momtor and analyze the success of any reopenmg pohc1es, and 

Whereas, Dr Mark Escott, the mtenm health authority for Austm/Trav1s County, finds that 
the area still needs to mcrease testmg and contact tracmg capab1ht1es, to mamtam social distancmg 
and hygiene, and to wear face covermgs to provide for the safety of the pubhc while bus messes are 
reopenmg, and 

Whereas, prov1dmg a notice to vacate, as the first step to an ev1ct1on proceedmg, durmg 
the disaster period will destab1hze the economy and will contnbute to add1t10nal person-to

person contact, and 

Whereas, removmg a tenant's property or excludmg a tenant durmg the disaster penod 
will contribute to add1tional person-to-person contact 
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NOW THEREFORE, I, COUNTY JUDGE OF TRAVIS COUNTY, PURSUANT TO 
THE AUTHORITY VESTED BY TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE CHAPTER 418, 
HEREBY FIND AND ORDER THAT 

SECTION 1 That the findmgs and recitations set out m the preamble to this ORDER are 
found to be true and correct and they are hereby adopted by the County Judge and made a part hereof 
for all purposes 

SECTION 2 Effective immediately and contmumg until June 1, 2020, unless termmated 
or modified by a subsequent Order, the County Judge deems it m the pubhc mte1est to PROHIBIT 
the issuance of Notices to Vacate (as defined m Section 5, below) except where the actions of the 
tenant, or the tenant's household members or guests, pose an immment threat of (a) physical harm 
to the property owner, the property owner's employees, or other tenants, mcludmg other tenants 
withm the household, or (b) crimmal activity 

SECTION 3 Effective immediately and contmumg until June 1, 2020, unless termmated 
or modified by a subsequent Order, the County Judge deems it m the pubhc mterest to PROHIBIT 
the removal of property or exclusion of a tenant by a property owner m the manners described m 
the applicable sections of the Texas Property Code 

SECTION 4 Effective immediately and contmumg until June 1, 2020, unless termmated 
or modified by a subsequent Order, the County Judge deems it m the pubhc mterest to PROHIBIT 
the seizure of a tenant's nonexempt property subject to a hen created under Texas Property Code 
Section 54 041 

SECTIONS 

a "Issuance" means any method of providmg notice authorized by Texas Property Code 
Sect10n 24 005 

b "Notices to Vacate" means the notice to vacate reqmred by Sect10n 24 005 that must 
be provided prior to fihng evict10n smt 

SECTION6 

a The County Judge deems is necessary to mcorporate by reference the Order and 
directive issued by the Supreme Court of Texas on April 27, 2020 and attached as 
Exhibit 2020-9B, where it is ordered that m any act10n for evict10n to recover 
possess10n of residential property under Chapter 24 of the Texas Property Code and 
Rule 510 of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure 

i No trial, hearmg, or other proceedmg may be conducted, and all deadlmes are 
tolled, until after May 18, 2020, 

11 A writ ofpossess10n may issue, but the postmg of the written wammg reqmred 
by § 24 0061 ( d)(l) of the Property Code and the execution of the wnt of 
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possession may not occur until after May 25, 2020, and the deadlmes m Rules 
510 8( d)( 1 )-( d)(2) are suspended while this Order remams m effect, and 

m New filmgs may be accepted, but the time period m Rule 510 4(a)(l0) is 
suspended, and issuance and service of citation may not occur until after May 
18 , 2020 

b A case covered by the above may nevertheless proceed if and a writ of possession may 
issue if, but only if 

i The plamttff files a "Sworn Complamt for Forcible Detamer for Threat to 
Person or For Cause", 

n The court determmes that the facts and grounds for eviction stated m the 
Complamt, under oath with personal knowledge, taken as true, show that the 
actions of the tenant, or the tenant's household members or guests, pose an 
immment threat of (A) physical harm to the plamtlff, the plamt1ffs employees, 
or other tenants, or (B) crimmal activity, and 

m The court signs an order statmg procedmes for the case to p10ceed 

SECTION 7 The County Judge deems 1s necessary to mcorporate by reference any Orders 
and directives issued by the Travis County Justices of the Peace regardmg evictions and notices to 
vacate, attached as Exl11b1t 2020-9 C 

SECTION 8 That the Travis County Sheriffs Office, the Travis County Fire Marshal's 
Office, and other peace officers, are hereby authorized to enforce this Order A v10latlon of this 
order may be pumshable through crimmal or civil enforcement A criminal v10lation of this order 
1s a misdemeanor pumshable by a fine not to exceed $1,000 A crimmal v10lation of this order may 
be enforced by issumg a citation to the person v10latmg, that contams the name and address of the 
person charged, and the offense charged 

SECTION 9 The Austm Public Health Department and the Travis County Clerk will post 
this Order on their website In add1t1on, the owner, manager, or operator of any facility that is 
likely to be impacted by this Order is strongly encouraged to post a copy of this Order onsite and 
to provide a copy to any member of the public askmg for a copy If any subsection, sentence, 
clause, phrase, or word of this Order or any application of it to any person, structure, gathermg, or 
circumstance is held to be mvahd or unconstitutional by a dec1s10n of a court of competent 
JUrisdict10n, then such dec1s1on will not affect the vahd1ty of the remainder of this Order and its 
apphcat1on 

SECTION 10 Savmgs Clause If any provision of this Order or its apphcat1on to any 
person or circumstance 1s held to be mvahd, then the remamder of the Order, mcludmg the 
apphcatlon of such part or prov1s10n to other persons or circumstances, shall not be affected and 
shall contmue m full force and effect To this end, the provisions of this Order are severable 
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SECTION 11 Tins Order mcorporates by reference the following 

Exhibit 2020-9 A List of C1t1es and Mumc1paht1es W1thm TraVIs County 
Junsd1ct10n Covered by this Order 

Exhibit 2020-9 B Order by Supreme Court of Texas 

Exlub1t 2020-9 C Standmg Order, Travis County Justice~ of the Peace 

ORDERED this the %..ff-day of May 2020, m the County o 

County Judge 
County of Tr vis Texas 

F!led with the Clerk ofTraVlS County, tins~~~ 

1 

Dana, DeBeauvo1r, County Clerk 
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Exhibit A List of Cities and Mumcipabties w1thm Travis County 
Jur1sdict10n covered by the Order 

• City of Austm 
• City of Bee Cave 
• City of Cedar Park 
• City of Creedmoor 
• City of Elgm 
• City of Jonestown 
• City of Lago Vista 
• City of Lakeway 
• City of Leander 
• City of Manor 
• City of Mustang Ridge 
• City of Pflugerville 
• City ofRollmgwood 
• City of Round Rock 
• City of Sunset Valley 
• City of West Lake Hills 
• Village of Bnarchff 
• Village of Pomt Venture 
• Village of San Leanna 
• Village of The Hills 
• Village of Volente 
• Village of Webberville 



IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS 

Misc Docket No 20-9059 

TWELFTH EMERGENCY ORDER REGARDING 
THE COVID-19 STATE OF DISASTER 

ORDERED that 

1 Governor Abbott has declared a state of disaster m all 254 counties m the State of 
Texas in response to the 1mmment threat of the COVID-19 pandemic This Order, except for 
paragraph 9, 1s issued pursuant to Section 22 0035(b) of the Texas Government Code 

2 The following Emergency Orders are renewed as clanfied and amended the F1rst 
Emergency Order (Misc Dkt No 20-9042 and Court of Cnminal Appeals of Texas Misc Dkt 
No 20-007), as amended by the Third Emergency Order (Misc Dkt No 20-9044 and Court of 
Cnminal Appeals of Texas Misc Dkt No 20-008) and the Eighth Emergency Order (Misc Dkt 
No 20-9051), the Second Emergency Order (Misc Dkt No 20-9043), the Fifth Emergency Order 
(Misc Dkt No 20-9046), the Seventh Emergency Order (Misc Dkt No 20-9050), the Ninth 
Emergency Order (Misc Dkt No 20-9052), and the Eleventh Emergency Order (Misc Dkt No 
20-9055) 

3 SubJect only to const1tut1onal hm1tat1ons, all courts in Texas may in any case, c1v1l 
or cnminal-and must to avoid nsk to court staff, parties, attorneys, Jurors, and the pubhc
w1thout a part1c1pant' s consent 

a Modify or suspend any and all deadlines and procedures, whether 
prescnbed by statute, rule, or order, specifically including those in Section 263 401 of the 
Family Code and in all proceedings under Subtitle E, Title 5, of the Family Code, for a 
stated penod ending no later than 30 days after the Governor's state of disaster has been 
hfted, 

b Allow or reqmre anyone mvolved in any hearing, depos1t1on, or other 
proceeding of any kind-including but not hm1ted to a party, attorney, witness, court 



reporter, or grand Juror, but not mcludmg a pet1tJuror-to part1c1pate remotely, such as by 
teleconferencmg, v1deoconferencmg, or other means, 

c Consider as evidence sworn statements made out of court or sworn 
testimony given remotely, out of court, such as by teleconferencmg, v1deoconferencmg, or 
other means, 

d Conduct proceedmgs away from the court's usual location with reasonable 
notice and access to the part1c1pants and the pubhc, 

e Reqmre every part1c1pant ma proceedmg to alert the court 1fthe part1c1pant 
has, or knows of another part1c1pant who has, COVID-19 or flu-hke symptoms, or a fever, 
cough or sneezmg, 

f Take any other reasonable action to avoid exposmg court proceedmgs to the 
threat of COVID-19 

4 Courts must not conduct m-person proceedmgs contrary to gmdance issued by the 
Office of Court Adm1mstrat1on regardmg social d1stancmg, maximum group size, and other 
restnct1ons and precautions Courts should use all reasonable efforts to conduct proceedmgs 
remotely 

5 Any deadlme for the filmg or service of any civil case that falls on a day between 
March 13, 2020, and June 1, 2020, 1s extended until July 15, 2020 This does not mclude deadlmes 
for perfectmg appeal or for other appellate proceedmgs, requests for relief from which should be 
directed to the court mvolved and should be generously granted 

6 In determmmg a person's nght to possession of and access to a child under a court-
ordered possession schedule m a Smt Affectmg the Parent-Child Relationship, the ex1stmg tnal 
court order shall control m all mstances Possess10n of and access to a child shall not be affected 
by any shelter-m-place order or other order restnctmg movement issued by a governmental entity 
that anses from the pandemic The ongmal published school schedule shall also control, and 
possession and access shall not be affected by the school's closure that anses from the pandemic 
Nothmg herem prevents parties from altering a possession schedule by agreement 1f allowed by 
their court order(s), or courts from mod1fymg their orders on an eme1gency basis or otherwise 

7 In any action for ev1ct10n to recover possession of res1dent1al property under 
Chapter 24 of the Texas Property Code and Rule 510 of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure 
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a No tnal, hearmg, or other proceedmg may be conducted, and all deadlmes 
are tolled, until after May 18, 2020, 

b A wnt of possession may issue, but the postmg of the wntten warnmg 
reqmred by § 24 0061(d)(l) of the Property Code and the execution of the wnt of 
possession may not occur until after May 25, 2020, and the deadlmes m Rules 510 8( d)(l )
(d)(2) are suspended while this Order remams m effect, and 

c New filmgs may be accepted, but the time penod m Rule 510 4(a)(l 0) 1s 
suspended, and issuance and service of c1tat10n may not occur until after May 18, 2020 

8 A case covered by Paragraph 7 may nevertheless proceed and a wnt of possess10n 
may issue 1f, but only 1f 

a The plamt1ff files a "Sworn Complamt for Forcible Detamer for Threat to 
Person or For Cause", 

b The court determmes that the facts and grounds for ev1ct10n stated m the 
Complamt, under oath with personal knowledge, taken as true, show that the act10ns of the 
tenant, or the tenant's household members or guests, have threatened or pose an 1mmment 
threat of (1) physical harm to the plamt1ff, the plamtiff s employees, or other tenants, or (u) 
cnmmal act1v1ty, and 

c The court signs an order statmg procedures for the case to proceed 

9 All deadlmes, whether prescribed by statute, rule, or order, that exp1red or would 
have expired between March 13, 2020, and June 1, 2020, are extended until July 15, 2020 

a m attorney professional d1sc1plmary and d1sab1hty proceedmgs, and 

b relatmg to the issuance or renewal of cert1ficatlons, licenses, or reg1strat10ns 
issued by the Jud1c1al Branch Cert1ficat10n Comm1ss1on, or for fulfillmg mandatory 
contmumg educat10n 

10 This order 1s effective immediately and exp1res June 1, 2020, except as otherwise 
stated herem, and unless extended by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 

11 The Clerk of the Supreme Court 1s d1rected to 

a post a copy of this Order on www txcourts gov, 
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b file a copy of this Order with the Secretary of State, and 

c send a copy of this Order to the Governor, the Attorney General, and each 
member of the Legislature 

12 The State Bar of Texas 1s directed to take all reasonable steps to notify members of 
the Texas bar of this Order 

Dated Apnl 27, 2020 

~nL Hecht 
Chief Justice 
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Judge Yvonne W1lhams 
J P Precmct One 
4717 Heflm Lane Ste 107 
Austm TX 78721 
(512) 854 7700 

Judge Sylvm Holmes 
J P Precmct Three 

8656 B W Hwy 71 Ste JOO 
Austm TX 78735 

(512) 854 6763 

Travis County Justices of the Peace 

Judge Randall Slagle Judge Nicholas Chu Judge Raul A Gonzalez 
JP Precmct Two JP Precmct Five J P Precmct Four 
10409 Burnet Rd Ste 180 1000 Guadalupe St Rm 112 4011 McKmney Falls Pkwy Ste 1200 
Austm TX 78758 Austm TX 78701 Austm TX 78744 
(512) 854-4545 (512) 854 9049 (512) 854 9479 

FOURTH MODIFICATION OF STANDING ORDER REGARDING CORONA VIRUS 

DISEASE (COVID-19) MITIGATION TO ALL TRAVIS COUNTY JUSTICES OF THE 

PEACE (JUSTICE COURT) (Order No 06) 

1 The Justices of the Peace in Travis County issue this order pursuant by the authority granted 

by law and by all emergency orders regarding the COVID-19 state of disaster issued by 

the Supreme Court of Texas and Court of Crimmal Appeals of Texas This order 1s in 

response to the "TWELFTH EMERGENCY ORDER REGARDING THE COVID-19 

STATE OF DISASTER" issued by the Supreme Court of Texas The Travis County 

Justices of the Peace issue the following order to protect the commumty and hmit risk to 

COVID-19 

2 In an attempt to consolidate all COVID-19 related standing orders from the Travis County 

Justices of the Peace, and provide relevant changes to dates m previous orders m one 

document, this order replaces all previous COVID-19 related standmg orders from the 

Travis County J ust1ces of the Peace 

3 All scheduled court proceedings except for essential court proceedmgs will be reset to a 

date after June 1, 2020 

4 "Essential court proceedings" are defined as writs of re-entry, writs of retrieval, writs of 

restoration, mag1strat1on of defendants in custody and of fugitives from Justice (m or out 

of custody), issmng birth certificates, death certificates, or burial transit permits, repair and 

remedy cases that materially affect the physical health or safety of a tenant, residential 

eviction for threat to person, and any proceedings necessary to enforce a governmental 

entity's response to a COVID-19 declaration of state of disaster 
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5 No eviction settmgs (both residential and commercial) will be held until after June 1, 2020, 

except regardmg residential ev1ct1ons for threat to person No writs of possession will be 

issued by the Justice Court, nor the postmg of the written warnmg reqmred by § 

24 0061(d)(l) of the Property Code and the execution of the writ of possession until June 

1, 2020, except regardmg residential evictions for threat to person 

a New filmgs may be accepted, but the time periods m Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 

510 4(a)(l 0) are suspended, and issuance and service of citation may not occur until 

after May 18, 2020 The Justice Court may suspend the time periods m Texas Rule 

of Civil Procedure 510 4(a)(10) until 30 days after the Governor's state of disaster 

m response to the COVID-19 pandemic has been hfted 

b Res1dent1al ev1ct1on for threat to person 

i The tenn "res1dent1al evict10n for threat to person" m this order shall be 

defined as res1dent1al ev1ct10n cases where 1t 1s shown that the actions of 

the tenant, or the tenant's household members or guests, pose an imminent 

threat of (1) physical harm to the plamtiff, the plamtiffs employees, or other 

tenants, or (n) crimmal activity 

11 In such cases described m Paragraph 5(b)(1) of this order, the stay of 

proceedmgs ordered m Paragraph 3 does not apply, and for the cases 

described m Paragraph 5(b)(1), the normal deadlmes and timehnes, 

mcludmg appeal deadlmes, reqmred by the Texas Property Code, Texas 

Rules of Civil Procedure, and any applicable law prior to all COVID-19 

orders apply, except m the Justice Court's discret10n m order to prioritize 

pubhc health and avoid risk to court officers/staff and members of the 

public 

m The procedures for filmg a res1dent1al ev1ct10n for threat to person are 

modified from current procedures as follows 

A A plamt1ff that 1s filmg a residential eviction for threat to person 

must file with the "Travis County Justice Court's Sworn Complamt 

for Forcible Detamer for Threat to Person or For Cause" document 

that is attached to this order The Justice Court shall not set this case 
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for hearmg unless the "Travis County Justice Court's Sworn 

Complamt for Forcible Detamer for Threat or Fm Cause" 1s filed 

B After the case 1s filed with the Justice Court, the Justice of the Peace 

as soon as practicable shall review the "Travis County Justice 

Court's Sworn Complamt for Forcible Detamer for Threat or For 

Cause" and 1f the complamt makes a pnma fac1e case that 1t 1s a 

residential ev1ct1on for threat to person, then the Justice of the Peace 

shall sign an order settmg the case by telephomc/v1deo conference 

settmg only Each Justice Court will develop a procedure to notify 

the ht1gants how to part1c1pate by telephone/video conferencmg and 

the procedures to conduct the settmg by telephone/video 

conferencmg If a pnma fac1e case 1s not made, then the Justice 

Court shall set the case after June I, 2020 hke all other eviction 

cases 

C The Constables of Travis County are ordered to use their best 

discretion, pnontizmg pubhc health and deputy constable safety, m 

servmg court papers and executmg wnts m this case and may delay 

servmg court papers and executmg wnts 1f necessary 

D Settmg, hearmg, and any post Judgment remedies (mcludmg appeal 

deadlmes) shall follow the time schedule as outlmed m the Texas 

Property Code and Texas Rules of C1v1I Procedure, except when not 

practicable m accordance with the Justice Court's COVID-19 

m1t1gat1on plan and no toll mg of time shall take place on these cases 

E Any Judgment for residential eviction for threat to person must be 

announced on the same telephomc/v1deo conference as the tnal and 

the Justice of the Peace must mform the losmg party of the process 

for subm1ttmg an appeal while complymg with the Justice Court's 

reqmrement of filmg only by EF1le or email durmg the COVID-19 

state of emergency 

F Durmg the tnal, the Justice of the Peace shall first determme 1f the 

actions of the tenant, or the tenant's household members or guests, 
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pose an immment threat of (1) physical harm to the plamtiff, the 

plamt1ffs employees, or other tenants, or (u) cnmmal activity Only 

after such affirmative findmg can the Justice of the Peace then 

consider the grounds for eviction If no affirmative findmg is made 

then no dec1s1on as to the grounds for eviction shall be determmed, 

and the Justice of the Peace shall abate the proceedmg until after 

June 1, 2020, and shall not render a final Judgment until after June 

1, 2020 

G If the Justice of the Peace durmg the tnal finds that the filmg of this 

case and allegation of threat to others was a pretext m order for the 

Justice Court to hear an eviction case c1rcumventmg the Court's 

delay of hearmg ev1ct1on cases until after June I, 2020, then the 

Justice Court can reqmre the Plamtiff to show cause as to why the 

filmg was not pretextual The Justice Court may sanct10n the 

Plamtiff for a bad faith filmg, awardmg the Defendant all costs for 

mconvemence, harassment, out-of-pocket expenses mcurred or 

caused by the subJect of htigat10n, and attorney's fees, and/or 

ordermg the Plamt1ffto pay a penalty mto the Court In addition, the 

J ust1ce Court can find the Plamt1ff m contempt of court after a show 

cause hearmg with such pumshment bemg a fine and/or days m Jail 

6 This order does not dimm1sh the Justices of the Peace's ab1hty to contmue to issue 

Judgments, orders, and rulmgs by submission 1f already authorized by law to do so for non

eviction cases 

7 For traffic/Class C citations with an appearance date pnor to July 15, 2020, the appearance 

date will be extended and the Justice Court will notify defendants of a rescheduled 

appearance date by maihng notice to the last address on record with the Court ( defendants 

should check the court's website weekly for updates and email the Court any updated 

mailmg address) This applies to cite-and-release charges and summonses for charges other 

than Class C misdemeanors as well 
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8 No warrants based on failmg to appear or for v10latmg a promise to appear to a Justice 

Court for a traffic/Class C c1tat1on, cite-and-release charge, or a summons will be issued 

until July 15, 2020 

9 In order to alleviate the threat of COVID-19 m County Jails, the Justices of the Peace 

temporarily suspend active warrants for all misdemeanor Class C offenses from their 

courts, until July 15, 2020 All the reqmrements and cond1t1ons of the warrants previously 

signed by the Justices of the Peace remam m effect but are suspended durmg this state of 

emergency For the effective suspens10n, the Travis County Sheriffs Office, Travis 

County Constables, and all other law enforcement agencies are directed to relate this 

order to all law enforcement officers requestmg confirmation of warrants, so that they are 

aware not to brmg Class C defendants to the Jail 

Therefore, all warrants for misdemeanor Class C offenses from the Justices of the Peace 

are temporarily suspended until July 15, 2020 For the durat10n of this suspension, the 

Travis County Sheriffs Office 1s ordered to not accept a defendant who solely has a 

Class C misdemeanor warrant from the Travis County Justices of the Peace 

10 The Constables of Travis County are authorized that they may not serve Justice Court 

papers 1f 1t 1s m their best d1scret1on based on the public's health and deputy constable's 

safety until May 18, 2020 Failure to serve papers based on this order shall not be 

considered by any court with regard to statute of hm1tat1ons or d1hgent service analysts 

The Constables of Travis County must contmue to serve Justice Court papers with regard 

to essential court proceedmgs m all mstances 

11 New filmgs shall be hm1ted to E-Ftle (EFileTexas gov) or to the Justice Court's designated 

filmg email as noticed m each Justice Court's website only until June 15, 2020 

12 Each Justice Court 1s authorized to hm1t bmldmg access to comply with any 

recommendations/orders from county public health officials regardmg hm1tmg the number 
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of people m a pubhc space or room, mcludmg but not hm1ted to screenmg whether a 

person's busmess with the Justice Court falls mto essential court busmess and hm1tmg the 

hours a Justice Court 1s open to the pubhc If a Justice Court hm1ts the hours 1t 1s open to 

the public, notice of such hm1tat10ns shall be posted on the Justice Comi's official website 

and at its mam entrance 

13 The Justices of the Peace are authonzed to perform marnage ceremomes by video 

conference, so long as all part1c1pants video conference from Travis County This 

authonzat1on began March 17, 2020 and ends 30 days after the Governor's state of disaster 

m response to the COVID-19 pandemic has been hfted, or a date based on any other 

applicable rule/law, whichever date 1s later 

14 Deadlmes 

a Any deadlme for the filmg (mcludmg statute of hm1tatlons calculations), answers 

to a lawsmt, or service of any civil case ( except a case for residential ev1ct1on for 

threat to person) that falls on a day between March 13, 2020, and June 1, 2020, 1s 

extended until July 15, 2020 

b Any deadlme for perfectmg appeal or for other appellate proceedmg ( except m a 

case for res1dent1al eviction for threat to person) 1s tolled from March 19, 2020 to 

May 8, 2020 

c Any deadlmes regardmg appeal/post-Judgment remedies for cases mvolvmg 

essential court proceedmgs are not tolled and shall follow all time penods that were 

normally mandated pnor to March 19, 2020 

15 For all residential ev1ct1on cases filed on or after March 27, 2020, m order for the Court to 

comply with the CARES Act reqmrement regardmg ev1ct1ons and m order to receive 

competent test1mony/ev1dence on whether the CARES Act applies to a property consistent 

with Texas Rules of Civil Procedure 500 6, all Travis County Justice Court will reqmre the 

filmg of a sworn affidavit/or unswom declaration under penalty of perJury venfymg the 

status of whether the property the ev1ct1on case 1s seekmg to recover possession of 1s a 

"covered dwellmg" under the CARES Act 
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a No Judgment m an eviction case shall be issued m favor of the plamt1ff until the 

filmg of a sworn affidavit/or unsworn declaration under penalty of perJury venfymg 

the status of whether the property the eviction case 1s seekmg to recover possession 

of 1s a "covered dwellmg" under the CARES Act 1s filed with the Justice Court 

b The sworn affidavit/or unsworn declaration under penalty of perJury venfymg the 

status of whether the property the eviction case 1s seekmg to recover possession of 

1s a "covered dwellmg" under the CARES Act may be filed begmnmg at the time 

of filmg the plamt1ffs pet1t1on until the conclusion of the plamtlffs case-m-ch1ef 

c Attached to this order 1s a sample sworn affidavit/or unsworn declaration under 

penalty of perJury venfymg the status of whether the property the ev1ct1on case 1s 

seekmg to recover possessmn of 1s a "covered dwellmg" under the CARES Act 

Consistent with Texas Rules of Procedure 507 2, 1f a plamt1ffw1shes to use another 

form to comply with this order, the substantive mformatlon contamed m the sample 

must be contamed m the plamt1ffs form 

This order 1s m effect immediately and shall remam m effect until mod1fied/rescmded by the Travis 

County Justices of the Peace The time permds m this order may be extended ma subsequent order 

1f reqmred 

The undersigned Justice of the Peace has the necessary authonty and authonzatlon to sign this 

order on behalf of the five Justices of the Peace m Travis County 

Signed on Apnl 30, 202 at 10 30 PM 

Judge Nicholas Chu 
On behalf of the Justices of the Peace m Travis County, TX 

The "TRAVIS COUNTY JUSTICE COURT'S SWORN COMPLAINT FOR FORCIBLE 
DETAINER FOR THREAT TO PERSON OR FOR CAUSE" document (3 pages) and the 
"VERIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 4224 OF THE CARES ACT" sample 
document are attached to this order (3 pages) 
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---------- ------------ ----

--------------------------------------
-----------------

----------------------------------------

-----------------
----------------------------------------

--------------------------------------
-------------

----------------------------------------

----------------------

----

Cause No Hearing set for at AM/PM 

TRAVIS COUNTY JUSTICE COURT'S SWORN COMPLAINT FOR FORCIBLE DETAINER FOR THREAT TO 

PERSON OR FOR CAUSE 

In The Justice Court, Travis County, Texas, PCT 

All sections are required to be filed out if applicable 

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF THE COURT 

PLAINTIFF(S) 

E - MA IL {REQUIRED) PHONE 

ADDRESS 

[ ] AGENT [ ] ATTORNEY 

E-MAIL(REQUIRED) PHONE 

ADDRESS 

DEFENDANT (S) 

E - MA IL (REQUIRED if available) PHONE 

ADDRESS 

0 THE R ADDRESS WHER DEFENDANT MAY BE FOUND 

1 This is a lawsuit to evict a tenant who 

leases the property located at 

This property is within Justice Court Precinct [INSERT PRECINCT NUMBER] 

of Travis County 

The Owner/Landlord is 

2 The Defendant(s) rented this property on or about and 

still holds the property The lease is 

[] Written (copy on file with Court) [ ] Oral 

The Plaintiff cla~ms the Defendant(s) should be evicted because 

[REQUIRED] The actions of the tenant, or tenant's household members or guests, 
pose an imminent threat of (i) physical harm to the plaintiff, the plaintiff's 
employees, or tenant, or (ii) criminal activity that poses an imminent threat of 
physical harm to the personal safety of the plaintiff, the plaintiff's employees, 
or other tenants (state the nature in specificity as to the imminent threat or 
criminal activity and reason why the Defendant should be evicted) 

I 
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------

[ 1 Unpaid rent DefenddnL(b) failed Lu pdy ient fo1 the following time 
pPriod(s) The amount of rent 
claimed as of the date of filing is $_________ Plaintiff reserves 
the right to orally amend the amount at trial to include rent due from the 
date of filing through the date of trial 

[] Other lease v.1.olat.1.ons Defendant(s) breached the terms of the lease 
(other than by failing to pay rent) as follows 

[ ] Holdover Defendant(s) are unlawfully holding over by failing to vacate 
at the end of the rental term or renewal of extension period, which wns the 

day of 

3 Written notice to vacate and demand for possession was given on (date) 
in the following manner and a copy .1.s attached [ J 

Certified Mail Regular Mail 
Delivery in Person Other - Explain 

4 The rent is$ per month and is due on the of Pa~h month 
(Amount paid by Tenant$ Amount paid by Government Agency$ ) 

I ------ -------

~ ATTORNEY'S FEES Plaintiff[] wi]l bP or CJ will NOT be seeking applicable 
attorney's fees Attorney's name, address, and phone & fax numbers 
are 
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THE COURT IS ASKED TO EVICT THE DEFENDANT(S) AND ORDER DEFENDANT(S) TO 

1 Pay rent owed in the amount of $ plus all rents accruing 
through the date of Judgment 

] Pay court costs 

] Pay reasonable attorney's fees 

Alleging a ralse .:z.mm.z.nent threat or cr.l.llllnal activity in this riling 

as a pretext to circumvent the Court's delay in hearing eviction cases 

until arter May 8, 2020 will subJect the riler to sanctions - awarding 

the Defendant all costs for inconvenience, harassment, out-of-pocket 

expenses incurred or caused by the subJect of litigation, and 

attorney's fees, and/or ordering the filer to pay a penalty into the 

Court In addition, the Court can find the Plaintiff in contempt of 

court after a show cause hearing with such punishment being a fine 

and/or days in Jail DO NOT FILE THIS COMPLAINT IF IT IS PRETEXUAL OR 

FALSE 

Plaintiff's Signature Authorized Attorney/Agent Signature 

Said Plaintiff (or his agent or attorney), being duly sworn by me, the undersigned 
authority, upon oath says that the facts as stated 1n the above instrument are, 
within the knowledge of said affiant, true and correct 

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME, this day of~~~~~~~~' 20 to 
certify which, witness my hand and seal of office 

Notary Public in and for the State of Texas C1v1l Court Clerk, JP 
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CAUSE NO -------

§ IN THE JUSTICE COURT 
PLAINTIFF § 

§ 
V § PRECINCT NO 

§ 
§ 

DEFENDANT § _______ COUNTY,TEXAS 

VERIFICATON OF COMPLIANCE 
WITH SECTION 4024 OF THE CARES ACT 

My name is _____________________________ _ 
F,rst Middle Last 

I am ( check one) D the Plamtiff or D an authonzed a~ent of the Plamtiff m the eviction case 
descnbed at the top of this page I am capable of makmg this affidavit The facts stated m the 
affidavit are withm my personal knowledge and are true and correct 

Verification 

a Plamt1ff 1s seekmg to recover possess10n of the followmg property 

Name of Apartment Complex (1/ any) 

Street Address & Unit No (1f any) City County State ZIP 

I venfythat this property 1s not a "covered dwellmg" as defmed by Sect10n 4024(a)(1) of the 
CARES Act The facts on which I base my conclus10n are as follows 

{Please 1dent1.fy which data base or the other mformatwn you have used to determme that the 
property does not have a federally backed mortgage loan or federally backed multifamily 
mortgage loan J 

(I/the property does not have a federally backed mortgage loan or federally backed mult1.fam1ly 
mortgage loan, please state whether (1) the property 1s a Low Income Housmg Tax Credit 
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2 

(LIHTC} property, (2) the property 1s federally subs1d1zed under any HUD program, or (3) the 
property leases to persons with Sectwn 8 vouchers J 

Declaration or Notary Complete only one of the two followmg sections 

a Declaration I declare under penalty of pequry that everythmg m this venficat10n 1s true and 
correct 
My name is ____________________________ _ 

First Middle Last 

My b1rthdate 1s _/_/_ 
Month Day Year 

My address 1s 

Street Address & Umt No (if any) City County State ZIP 

Signed on __ / __ / __ m ________ County, Texas 
Month Day Year 

Your Signature 

OR 
b Notary I declare under penalty of pequry that everythmg m this venficat10n 1s true and 

correct 

Your Prmted Name Your Signature (sign only before a notary) 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this ____ day of ______ ~ 20 __ 

CLERK OF THE COURT OR NOTARY 
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CARES Act 
Public Law 116-136 

Sec 4024 TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON EVICTION FILINGS 

(a) DEFINITIONS -In this sect10n 
(1) COVERED DWELLING-The term covered dwelhng means a dwellmg that

(A) 1s occupied by a tenant-
(1) pursuant to a residential lease or 
(11) without a lease or with a lease termmable under State law and 

(B) 1s on or ma covered property 
(2) COVERED PROPERTY-The term covered property means any property that

(A) part1C1pates m-
(1) a covered housmg program (as defined m section 41411(a) of the V10lenceAgamst 

WomenAct of 1994 (34 USC 1249l(a))) 
or 

(11) the rural housmg voucher program under sectJ.on 542 of the HousmgAct of 1949 ( 42 USC 1490r) or 
(B) hasa-

(1) Federally backed mortgage loan or 
(11) Federally backed mult1fam1ly mortgage loan 

(3) DWELLING -The term dwelling -
(A) has the meamng given the term m section 802 of the Fa1r HousmgAct ( 42 USC 3602) and 
(B) mcludes houses and dwellmgs descnbed m section 803(b) of such Act ( 42 U S C 3603(b)) 

(4) FEDERALLY BACKED MORTGAGE LOAN -The term Federally backed mortgage loan mcludes any loan (other 
than temporary fmancmg such as a construct10n loan) that-
(A) 1s secured by a first or subordmate hen on residential real property (mcludmgmd1V1dual umts of condommmms 

and cooperatives) designed pnnc1pally for the occupancy of from 1 to 4 fam1hes mcludmg any such secured 
loan the proceeds of which are used to prepay or pay off an existing loan secured by the same property and 

(B) 1s made m whole or m part or msured guaranteed supplemented or assisted m any way by any officer or 
agency of the Federal Government or under or m connection with a housmg or urban development program 
adm1rnstered by the Secretary of Housmg and Urban Development or a housmg or related program 
admm1stered by any other such officer or agency or 1s purchased 01 secunt1zed by the Federal Home Loan 
Mortgage Corporation or the Federal National Mortgage Assoc1at10n 

(5) FEDERALLY BACKED MULTIFAMILY MORTGAGE LOAN -The term Federally backed multifamily mortgage loan 
mcludes any loan ( other than temporary fmancmg such as a construction loan) that-
(A) 1s secured by a first or subordmate hen on residential multifamily real property designed pnnopally for the 

occupancy of 5 or more fam1hes mcludmg any such secured loan the proceeds of which are used to prepay 
or pay off an existing loan secured by the same property and 

(B) 1s made m whole or m part or msured guaranteed supplemented or assisted m any way by any officer or 
agency of the Federal Government or under or m connection with a housmg or urban development program 
adm1rnstered by the Secretary of Housmg and Urban Development or a housmg or related program 
adm1rnstered by any other such officer or agency or 1s purchased or secuntized by the Federal Home Loan 
Mortgage Corporation or the Federal National Mortgage Association 

(b) MORATORIUM-Durmgthe 120 daypenod begmmng on the date of enactment of this Act the lessor of a covered 
dwelhng may not 
(1) make or cause to be made any f1lmg with the court of 1unsd1ct1on to m1t1ate a legal actJ.on to recover possess10n 

of the covered dwellmg from the tenant for nonpayment of rent or other fees or charges or 
(2) charge fees penalties or other charges to the tenant related to such nonpayment of rent 

(c) NOTICE -The lessor ofa covered dwelhng umt 
(1) may not reqmre the tenant to vacate the covered dwelhng umt before the date that 1s 30 days after the date on 

which the lessor proVIdes the tenant with a notice to vacate and 
(2) may not issue a notice to vacate under paragraph (1) until after the expiration of the penod descnbed m 

subsection (b) 
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