
• Standard size (short form or abstract): The most commonly issued format because it 
satisfies most purposes, including registering a child for school or sports and obtaining a 
driver license in most states. If the birth record is not available in this format or if the state 
you live in requires the full size for a driver license, a full-size birth certificate will be issued 
instead.  The short form is only accepted by the Department of State if it includes a letter “I” 
next to the date filed; if it doesn’t have the “I” next to the date filed, then the Department of 
State will require a long form be obtained from vital statistics. 

 


