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STANDING ORDER RELATIN(! Ji! 
REMOTE PARTICIPATION IN Gl!_t\~_l)J~JR\_fROCEEDINGS 

Pursuant to the 'l\,venty-Second Emergency Order lfrgcmling the ( '()/ '{f)-19 Stole rd 
Disaster, issued by the Supreme Court of Texas on August 6. 20:?(!. 1.\l1ich is attached herelo as 
Appendix A and incorporated herein by relcrcncc, each ul'thc u11dn~igm:d .fudges of the District 
Courts of Travis County, Texas, hereby makcs the following order -. i11 relation to a11y and all 
proceedings conducted. during the pcndcncy or this Order, by a11>· !;'.r,111d jur:v over which that 
particular Court presides: 

1. Aullwrization of rcmolc rrnr1kipa1i1~11. Subjccl to the n .. ':,;ti-iclions sci !cll'th below, all 
persons who are authorized, under Texas Codc ti!' Cri111i1rnl l'roccdure arliclc 20.011 
(captioned "Who May be Present in Grand .Jur::,, Room"). to he present in a grand jury 
room during grand jury proceedings arc authorized, hy this l irdcr. to participate remotely 
in grand jury proceedings through the u-,c of s(·curc vide(h.:1111lercncc technology, 
regardless of whether other participan1s nrc physically loc.1kd in ;i !:'.rn11d jury room. 
Each such person is authorized to participate remotely in grand jury proceedings lo Lhc 
same extent that the person is entitled, under Texas law. t(l pnrticipatc when physically 
present in a grand jury room during grand jury pruccccling,,. 

2. Dclihcralions li111ill·d to grand jurors. Notwithstanding a11,· other pnivision of this 
Order, no person other than a grand juror is authori1ccL by tliis Order. to use 
videoconfercnce· technology to observe or participate in cliff delibernlions oi'thc grand 
jury. 

3. lfrconling prohihitl'll. Except as provided in Paragraph 7 hclm.-v. no person. including a 
grand juror, is authorized by this Order to rem rel any pi·occeclings o 1· the grand j my. 

4. (;rn,1d jurors, hai lifl\· ·rn<I prost•rnfon .. The following persons me authori1.ccL but not 
required, lo parlicipatc remotely in lhe grand jut) proceedinb" via secure vidcoconkrcncc 
technology, regardless of the person's physical location al I hc ti 111e ol' ~uch participation: 

a. Grand jurors, 
b. Grand jury bailiffs, and 
c. Attorneys representing the State. 

If participating remotely in the grand jury proceedings, each grand jmor must comply 
with the guidelines set forth in the document that is attad1ed hneto as Appendix Band 
incorporated herein by reference. 

5. Wifncss(·s. Any witnesses, while being examined before the grand jury or when 
necessary to assist the attorney representing the State in e:-<n111ining other 1,,vitncsses or 
presenting evidence to the grand jury, may provide such testimony and/or assistance via 
~ecure videoconfcrcnce technology but only while the \Vi ln~·s::; is physically located at one 
of the following secure, remote locations: 

a. Any room, previously designatcd for use by grand jmie.~. in the Hlaek\.vell­
Thurman Criminal .Justice Complex. 509 West J 11h Street. 1\ustin, Texas: 

Filed In The District Court 
of Travis County, Te~~s 

on C/ · 13 · 2~t21/ 
at 3 !¥'-I g M. 
Velva L. Price, District Jerk 
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b. Any room, previously designated for use hy grand j mies. in the Travis County 
Administration Building, 700 Lavaca Street, /\ustin. f'exas: or 

c. Any room in the District Attorney's Oflicc. located ell the Ronald Lark Building, 
416 West 11th Street, Austin, Texas. 

Except for peace officers whose testimony is presented lo th\:' grand jury in accordance 
with Texas Code of Criminal Procedure aniclc 20.15 I (capt inned "Certain Testimony by 
Video Teleconferencing"), no witness is authori zed. by this Order. to 11:!stify before the 
grand jury while physically located anywhere other than one of the secure locations 
specified above. 

6. lutcr 1nll'rs. If it is necessary for c111 interpreter to participc1te in the proceedings of the 
grand jury, the interpreter may do so only via secure videoconferencc technology c1nd 
only while the interpreter is physically located at one of the o.;u.:ure. remote locations 
specified in Paragraph 5 above. 

7. < ·uurt rqwrl ' rs. When participating in the proceedings or Ilic grand jury, a stenographer 
or person operating an electronic recording device, as prn\'ided by Texas Code of 
Criminal Procedure article 20.012 (captioned --Recording ol" C '. ertain Testimony'"), may do 
so only via secure videoconference technology and only fro1n the same secure, remote 
location as the witness whose testimony is being recorded. 

This Order shall apply to the proceedings or any and all grand juries of each District 
Court throughout the period beginning upon the execution of this Order by the Presiding Judge 
of that Court and ending at 12:00 midnight on Sunday , Jul) 4. 202 J. unless this Order is 
amended, terminated, or extended by further order of the Presiding .l11clgc <)!'that Court. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 
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Presiding Judge, 147111 District Court 
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Ol)C'uSlgnoil by: 
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Presiding Judge, 46011 District Court Date 
Travis County, Texas 
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Appendix A 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS 

Misc. Docket No. 20-9095 

TWENTY-SECOND EMERGENCY ORDER REGARDING 
THF, COVID-19 STATE OF DISASTFH 

ORDERED that: 

1. Governor Abbott has declared a stale or disaster in all 254 counties in the State of 
Texas in response to the imminent threat of the COVID-19 pandemic. l'his Order is issued pursuant 
to Section 22.0035(b) of the Texas Government Code. 

2. The Eighteenth Emergency Order Regarding the COV ID-19 Slate of Disaster 
(Misc. 0kt. No. 20-9080) issued June 29, 2020. paragraphs 3-1 o and 12-13. is renewed as 
amended. 

3. Subject only to constitutional limitations. all courts in l'cxas may in any case. civil 
or criminal-and must to avoid risk to court staff, parties, attorneys, jurors, and the public-­
without a participant's consent: 

a. except as provided in paragraph (b). modify or suspend any and all 
deadlines and procedures, whether prescribed by statute, ruk. or order, for a slated period 
ending no later than September 30, 2020: 

b. in all proceedings under Subtitle t:.:. Title 5 nf the Family Code: 

(i) extend the initial dismissal date as calculated under Section 
263.401(a) only as provided by Section 263.401(b) or (b-1 ): 

(ii) for any case previously retained on Ll11.: court· s docket pursuant to 
Section 263 .40 l (b) or (b-1 ), or for any case whose dismissal <lace was previously 
modified under an Emergency Order of th is Court rel a led lo COV I D-19, extend the 
dismissal for an additional period not to exceed 180 days from the date of this 
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Order; 

c. allow or require anyone involved in any l1caring. deposition. or other 
proceeding or any kind-including bul not limited to a party. atlorney. witness. court 
reporter, grand juror, or petit juror-lo participate remotely. such as by teleconferencing, 
videoconferencing, or other means; 

d. consider as evidence sworn statements made out of court or sworn 
testimony given remotely, out of court. such as by teleconlcn:11cing, videoconferencing, or 
other means; 

e. conduct proceedings away from the court's usual location with reasonable 
notice and access to the participants and the pub I ic: 

f. require every participant in a proceeding to alel'L the court if the participant 
has, or knows of another participant who has: (i) COVl[)-1 C) or flu-like symptoms, or a 
fever, chills. repeated shaking with chi I ls. cough. shortness nf breath or di ftkul Ly breathing. 
muscle pain, headache, sore throat, loss of taste or smell, cfoirrhca; or (ii) hcc11 in close 
contact with a person who is confirmed to have COVID-19: 

g. take any other reasonable action Lo avoid expusing court proceedings to ihe 
threat ofCOVID-19. 

4. Courts must not conduct in-person proceedings co11Lrary to the Ciuidance far All 
Court Proceedings During COVID-/9 Pandemic ("Guidance'') is.~ucd by the Office of Court 
Administration, which may be updated from time Lo time, regarding social distancing, maximum 
group size, and other restrictions and precautions. Prior to holding any in-person proceedings, a 
court must submit an operating plan that is consistent with Lhc requirements set forth in the 
Guidance. Courts must continue to use all reasonable ellorts to conduct proceedings remotely. 

5. Existing grand juries may meet remotely or in-person as long as adequate social 
distancing and other restrictions and precautions are taken to ensure the health and safety of court 
staff, parties, attorncys,jurors, and the public. Courts should consider extending the term ofa grand 
jury under Section 24.0125 of the Texas Government Code and reassembling discharged grand 
juries under Article 19.41 of the Texas Code of Criminal Proceduri:. 

6. A court must not hold a jury proceeding. including _jury selecti on or a jury trial, 
prior to October I, except as authorized by this Order. 

Misc. Docket No. 20-9095 Page 2 
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7. The Office of Court Administration, in coordination with the Regional Presiding 
Judges and the local administrative judges, should assist trial courts i 11 conducling a I imitcd number 
of jury proceedings prior to October l, whether in-person or rcrnole proceedings involving grand 
and petit jurors, and, no later than August 28. must submit a repo rt to the Court outlining its 
observations regarding those jury proceedings and making recom111c11dalions regarding procedures 
for jury proceedings. 

8. A jury trial conducted as parl of the limited number ul'jury trials permitted prior to 
October l must: 

a. be at the request of the .i udgc prcsidi ng over the case: 

b. ensure adequate social distancing and other restrietions and precautions are 
taken to ensure the health and safrty of court slal't: parties. allnrneys, .i urors. and the pub I ic; 

c. take all reasonable steps to protect the parLics' constitutional and statutory 
righls: 

d. require the admonishment orpclitjurors as ap~1ropriate Lo ensure that proper 
attention is given by eaehjuror and that outside influence is removed: and 

e. permit the Office of Court Administration to observe the processes used 
during the proceeding in order for the Office of Court Administration lo prepare its report 
to the Comt and to develop best practices for other courts· use. 

9. Except for non-binding proceedings, a court may not permit or require a pctiljuror 
to appear remotely unless the court ensures that all potential and selected pelil jurors have access 
to technology to paiiicipate remotely. 

JO. Pursuant to Sections 74.046 and 74.047 of the Texas Government Code, the 
Regional Presiding Judges are assigned the following duties: 

a. ensure that all courls in each region are operating in t'ull compliance with 
the Court's Orders and the Guidance issued by the Office ol'Court Administration: 

b. ensure that all trial court judges in each rt:gion, including justices of the 
peace and municipal court judges, do not conduct in-person prnceedings inconsistent with 
the Court's Orders and the latest Guidance issued by the Office of Court Administration; 

Misc. Docket No. 20-9095 Page 1 
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c. report to the office of the Chief Justice \ lf the Supreme Court any 
proceedings that are being conducted in the regions-and the rnmt in which the 
proceedings are being conducted-that are inconsistent with the Court's Orders and the 
Guidance issued by the Office of Court Administration: and 

d. assist each region's local govern111ents and coHl'ls lo ensme that courts have 
the ability to conduct court business. 

11. In determining a person's right Lo possession of and access lo a child under a court-
ordered possession schedule in a Suit Affecting Lhe Parent-Child Relationship. tile existing trial 
court order shall control in all instances. Possession of and access tn a chi Id shal I not be af1'1:cted 
by any shelter-in-place order or other order restricting movement issued by cl governmental entity 
that arises from the pandemic. The original published school schedule shall also control, and 
possession and access shall not be affected by the school's closure that arises from the pandemic. 
Nothing herein prevents parties from altering a possession schedule by agreement if allowed by 
their court order(s), or courts from modifying their orders on an emergency basis m otherwise. 

12. An cvidentiary panel in an attorney professional disciplinary or disability 
proceeding may-and must to avoid risk to panel members. parties. attorneys. and the public-­
without a participant's consent: 

a. conduct the proceeding remott:ly, such as by teleconferencing, 
videoconferencing, or other means; 

b. allow or require anyone involved in the prncccding----ineluding but not 
limited to a party, attorney, witness, court reporter-to participate remotely. such as by 
teleconferencing, videoconferencing, or other means: and 

c. consider as evidence sworn statements or svvorn testimony given remotely. 
such as by teleconferencing, videoconferencing. or other means. 

13. This Order is effective immediately and expires September 30. 2020, exeept as 
otherwise stated herein, unless extended by the Chief.Justice of the Supreme Court. 

l4. The Clerk of the Supreme Court is directed to: 

a. post a copy of this Order on www.txcourts.gov : 

b. file a copy of this Order with the Secretary of State; and 

Misc. Docket No. 20-9095 Page 4 
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c. send a copy of this Order to Lile Governor. the Alln111cy (il'neraL and each 
member of the Legislature. 

15. lhe Stale Bar of Texas is di reeled to take al I reaso1rnbk steps Lo noti !)' members of 
the Texas bar of this Order. 

Dated: August 6, 2020 

Misc. Docket No. 20-9095 Page 5 
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APPENDlX B 
TRAVIS COUNTY VIRTUAL GRAND .ll!RY GlllDELINl(S (2020) 

For purposes of your grand jury service, Travis County has issued ynu a Chromebook and 
headphones for your use during the virtual grand jury rrocccclings. P\ec1se use the Chrnmebooks 
provided to you during each grand jury session and not any other de, ice that you or your employer 
may own. County-issued equipment remains the property ol'lrnvis County and may be used only 
to conduct business related to your grnnd jury service. These il c: rns must be returned at the 
conclusion of your service. 

Your Chromebook has been assigned a unique email account. l'l1is account is to be used only for 
grand jury business, and the account may be accessed only through your assigned Chromcbook. 
You must not use any other computer equipment to access that c111ui! account. 

The oath you gave when you were sworn in as a gnmdjuror still appli es, as do all of the instructions 
that were previously given to you by this Court. 

In accordance with your oath to maintain secrecy. you must do all ol' the following during each 
grand jury proceeding: 

You must place yourself within your residence behind a closed door in a room where no 
unauthorized person is present, either physically or virtually. and where no unauthorized person is 
likely to overhear you participate in deliberations. If you arc alone i 11 your residence, you may be 
anywhere within your residence, so long as no unauthorized person is present. 

You must use headphones for the entirety or the grand jury proceedings even if you will be alone 
in your residence, as this will improve the sound quality for all participating memlx-:rs in the vi1tual 
grand jury room. You may use the headphones provided to you. or you may use your own 
headphones or ear buds. 

You must not record, simulcast or broadcast these proceedings. 

You must stay within the view of your Chromcbook's camera for the entirety ot'lhe proceedings 
except during scheduled break times. 

You must not have another Chromebook window open unless that window contains a document. 
video, schedule, or something else provided to you to faci I itate tlw tuand jury session. 

If you take any notes during a grand jury session, all of those nolt:s must be stored in a secure 
location within your residence. You must store these notes in such a way as to maintain grand jury 
secrecy. Should you choose to do so, you may use yom Chromcbook to tc1ke notes, but you must 
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delete those notes once the case or cases addressed in the notes hm c been voted on by the grand 
jury. At the conclusion of your grand jury service. you 111ust give ,ill rclllai11ing nott.:s, along with 
the equipment, to the District Attorney's Office. 

Grand jurors are the only people who are allowed to he present in the virtual grand jury room 
during the grandjury's deliberations. You must not use the chat kalurc ol'the videoconferencing 
platform during your deliberations on any case or to share any npi11ions with any member of the 
grand jury about a case. This will ensure that only gram! jurors ai'L'. privy to deliberations. 

During your grand jury sessions, you also must not use your Chromcbook. or any cell phone or 
other device, to conduct research or to communicate with anyone ()\her than the grand jury hailiff. 

In addition to the above instructions regarding grand jury secrecy. y\lu arc also instructed that: 

The grand jury is not authorized to act unless a quorum is present. If a technology issue with any 
equipment, or with the videoconferencing platform, ca11ses a quornrn not to exist , the grand jury 
bailiff will instrnct the attorney to stop the presentation unti I it can be dclermined whether a 
quorum can be restored. If a quorum cannot be restored vvithin a n .. 'asonablc lime, the grand jury 
will recess its proceedings for the day and all cases will he rcschcdulccl !or a later date in front of 
the same grand jury. 

If a technology issue with any equipment, or with the videocon!'crcncing platform, causes one or 
more grand jurors to be absent during part of any grand _jury proceeding. but i r a quorum still exists, 
the proceeding may continue. However, you must not vote on any cnsc where you did not hear the 
entirety of the presentation. The grand jury bai Ii IT wi 11 assist in 111011 i to ring the quorum during case 
presentations and can inform any grand juror or any case ,~·herein il appeared that a grand juror 
missed some or all of the attorney's presentation. You may nlso sci i'-rcporl this information to the 
foreperson prior to beginning deliberations. 

If during a virtual grand jury proceeding, an unauthori1ed person physically entr.:rs the same room 
or space where a grand juror, the baili ft or the presenting attorney is located, the individual 
affected, the bailiff~ or anyone else who notices the unauthorized person's presence is required to 
announce to all people present in the virtual grand jury room that the proceeding must stop 
immediately. The grand jury session may only resume only after secrecy has been restored at the 
affected person's location. 

Before beginning your deliberations on any case, the foreperson or o1hcr grand juror designated as 
the vi1iual host must move the prosecutor and the bailiff Crom the I irtual grand jury room to the 
virtual waiting room. Once the prosecutor and grand jury bailiff arc in the virtual waiting room, 
the foreperson shall inquire of the grand jury whether during the alt()rncy·s presentation any grand 
juror experienced a prolonged connectivity issue or if any gn:md juror has n concern with grand 
jury secrecy. You are required to report any such issues or concerns . 

If a grand juror experienced a prolonged connectivity issue. the foreperson may instruct the grand 
juror not to deliberate on any case where the grand juror did not hear the entirety of the 
presentation, or the foreperson may admit the presenting attorney c111d grand jury bailiff back into 
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the virtual grand jury room to provide the affected grand juror with the inli)rmation necessary to 
deliberate on the affected case. If the foreperson ins1rucls the grnnci juror not to delihcrate on a 
case and the quorum is lost as to that case, then the case must be passed and rescheduled lor a later 
date before the same grand jury. 

If a grand juror has a concern with grand _jury secrecy. then the foreperson wi I I ,1dmit the presenting 
attorney and grand jury bailiff back into the grand jury mom to disc11ss with the attorney any such 
concern. If the concern cannot be resolved. the foreperson may ,1sk for the Intake Chief or the 
Assistant Director of the Trial Division to come to Lhc virtual grand jury room. Ir needed. either 
the foreperson, the Intake Chief or the Assistant Director or the 1·rial Division may ask the grand 
jury to pass on a case so that a grand _juror's concern may be brought lo the attention of the 
presiding judge of the grand jury. 

Only after the foreperson makes this inquiry, may you begin your rlclihcrations. If the grand jury 
wishes to ask the presenting attorney a question. or wishes to inl"nrn1 lite prosecutor and bailiff that 
the grand jury's deliberations have been c.ompletccL the l'nrcpcrso11 or virtual host will move the 
presenting attorney and bailiff back into the virtual grand jury roo111 in order to do so. The 
foreperson shall conduct deliberations in such a way so as to ensure tlwl the grand jury's decision 
was based on a quorum of participating grand jurors. 

At the conclusion of each grand jury session. the bai Ii ff will send the l'orcpcrson a DocuSign 
envelope containing all of the indictments and no-hills from that day·s session. Once the DocuSign 
envelope has been successfully opened, the bailiff must be moved into the virtual waiting room to 
wait while the indictments and no-hills are being signed hy the foreperson . i\f'lcr the last document 
is signed, the bailiff and an employee from the Travis County I )istriet Clerk's office will be 
admitted into the virtual grand jury room to witness the lorcpcr::;un presenting the indictments 
electronically by sending the DocuSign envelope to the District Clerk. J'hc indictments and no­
bills from the session will then been transferred electronically thrc1ugh DocuSign to the District 
Clerk's office for processing. Along with the indictments , the l"oreperson will also send to the 
District Clerk an unsworn declaration certifying the grand jury's co111pliancc with these guidelines. 

The grand jury bailiff will also send through DocuSign a master list l<Jr the gram! jury secretary to 
complete. The secretary will record all actions on all cases prcscnl<..'d during that day's grand jury 
session. The master list will continue to be maintained by the Dist1·ict Atlomc:-,·s orficc. 

In the event that you would like to speak to the Court. please noti IY the grand jury bai Jiff. who will 
arrange for the judge to address the grand jury during a subsequent I) schcdu led grand jury session. 

If at any time you have questions or concerns regarding the virtual grnnd jury process, please speak 
with the grandjury bailiff. 

At the beginning of each grand jury session, the grand jury bai I ill wi 11 provide to you a brier oral 
synopsis of these guidelines as a reminder to you of these requirements and their importance. 

Thank you for your continued service to the citizens of Travis County. 


