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We write to invite your high school students to participate in Travis County’s first ever JURY 

SERVICE FILM CHALLENGE.  This Project is a collaboration of one of our country’s leading 

advertising agencies, our District Clerk and members of our County judiciary.   

Participants in the Film Challenge will be given the opportunity to create a 2 to 4 minute 

video about jury service in order to help our community honor and better understand the 

importance of our jury system.  The top three finalists’ videos will appear (with their permission) 

on an official website and be used in communication with thousands of Travis County jurors and 

the public.  The high school student winners will also be invited to be deputized as bailiffs and 

work in one of our Travis County courts during a jury trial. 

As we know, the right to a trial by jury is one of the fundamental constitutional rights that 

defines our American judicial system, some say it is the backbone of our country.  It is the jurors 

who put in the hard work and honorable service that make our system what it is.  Together we 

are grateful to the jurors of our community and hope that student involvement will help to both 

promote and show the importance of this service. 

 Please don’t hesitate to reach out to us with any questions.  We hope your school will 

participate and look forward to your students’ film submissions. (see detailed information 

attached) 

 Yours Truly, 

  Velva L. Price   Brandy Mueller            Roy Spence 

  District Clerk       Judge, County Court    Founder and Chairman of GSD&M 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR CLASSROOM TEACHERS FOR THE 

2018 SPRING SEMESTER 

“WHY JURY SERVICE IS IMPORTANT” FILM CHALLENGE 

We are both proud and excited to invite you and your high school students to be part of our first 

ever film challenge on the topic of jury service.   

Our American Court system and the cases that our Court’s hear are often the subject of news 

stories.  What isn’t always appreciated is the American jury system itself and the men and women who 

have given of their time and effort in serving as jurors.  The framers of our Constitution established the 

jury trial, both creating and believing in a system where citizens, summoned at random are given the 

responsibility and honor of deciding cases for their fellow man.  Believing so strongly in this concept, 

the framers made the jury trial a Constitutional right and a fundamental pillar of our American judicial 

system.    

Our Travis County District Clerk summons thousands of people for jury service every year in 

our County.  Those summoned, leave their jobs, put aside commitments and oftentimes family 

obligations to serve as jurors.  Evidence presented in court cases can involve complicated, sensitive, and 

emotional issues that are always important to those involved and that are often difficult to consider.  

Nonetheless, Travis County jurors repeatedly show a strong commitment to service, often staying late 

and working hard to arrive at a verdict. 

We invite your students to help celebrate and further understand jury service by creating a video 

to submit for our film challenge.  The video entries will be judged by the leading advertising and media 

minds in the Country, here in Austin.  The winning videos will be utilized in communication with those 

summoned for jury duty (with participant permission).   

GUIDELINES AND RULES 

Submission: You many enter as an individual, as a group or as a school. To enter your 

film submit it by October 31st, 2018 in an MP4 video format.  

*Upload your video to google drive, then share and email a link to your file.

(Send to email address: cc6reset@traviscountytx.org )

*Or upload a video to YouTube then email a link to the video.

(Send to email address: cc6reset@traviscountytx.org )
*Or send by CDROM via US Mail to: Film Challenge, County Court #6, PO Box 1748, Austin, Texas 78767

Format: The film should be a minimum of 2 minutes and a maximum of 4.  Elements can include, but 

are not limited to, interviews, stills, graphics, news footage; original footage shot by students is 

encouraged.  Don’t be afraid to make your video fun.   

Topic: The film’s focus should be jury service, although there are no limits to the creativity and 

exploration that students may chose to take in this endeavor.   

Evaluation Criteria: 

 Is informed by accurate information about jury service and/or its history 25%

 Uses good technique for picture and sound  25%

 Incudes a strong and compelling story/demonstrates creativity 25%

 Uses well written and effective narration or speaking parts 20%

 Contains credits naming all participants and sources used in the research and production

phase. 5%

PLEASE NOTE- Written parent or guardian permission is required for any participants under the age of 18. See 

attached permission form.  Submit permission forms to Jose Becerra, County Court 6, Blackwell Thurman CJC, 504 

West 11th St., Austin, Texas 78767 or by fax at (512) 854-4684. 
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