
CAUSE NO. GN-61-12012 

STANDING ORDER FOR PERSONAL BONDS 

ON CERTAIN FELONY CASES IN THE TRAVIS COUNTY DISTRICT COURTS 

Effective MARCH 23, 2020 

In the interest of justice and fairness for persons accused of felony crimes, the Travis County District Judges 
with criminal jurisdiction, having been notified in writing that the Travis County District Attorney does not 
object to the adoption of this order, have determined that people accused of the following offenses in Travis 
County should be released on personal bond except for in the instances described in this Standing Order. The 
procedures to be followed are outlined below: 

The magistrates who review probable cause affidavits and conduct magistration for people accused of felony 
offenses in Travis County determine the amount and conditions of bail in accordance with the Texas Code of 
Criminal Procedure (CCP) and the Texas and United States Constitutions. After magistration, this Standing 
Order provides that all people charged in Travis County with a state jail felony (SJF) or third degree (F3) 
offense listed in Section I below shall be considered eligible to post a personal bond unless one the conditions in 
Section II below are present: 

I. - Offenses for which automatic personal bond is available: 

a. SJF and F3 Possession of a Controlled Substance (POCS); 
b. SJF Delivery of a Controlled Substance; 
c. SJF and F3 Possession of Marijuana (POM); 
d. Any other SJF drug charge, including Obtaining a Controlled Substance by Fraud; 

. e. SJF Credit or Debit Card Abuse;. . 
f. SJF Criminal Mischief, unless fire or a deadly weapon was used in the commission of the offense; 
g. SJF False Statement to Obtain Property or Credit; 
h. SJF Forgery; 
i. SJF Fraudulent Destruction, Removal or Concealment of Writing; 
J. SJF Graffiti; 
k. SJF Interference with Railroad Property; 
I. SJF Prostitution; 
m. SJF Securing Execution of a Document by Deception; 
n. SJF Tampering with a Governmental Record; 
o. F3 Tampering with Physical Evidence or a SJF Attempt to Tamper with Physical Evidence; 
p. SJF Theft; and 
q. SJF Theft of Service. 



II. - Conditions which constitute an exception to the automatic granting of personal bond: 

a. The arrested person is being charged with a new offense while on any form of pre-trial release for other 
charges; 

b. The arrested person currently has a capias or warrant for a failure to appear or bond forfeiture; 
c. The arrested person has failed to appear or had a bond forfeiture in the last 12 months; 
d. The arrested person was on a personal bond in the same case and the Pretrial Services Department 

motioned off of that bond or the Judge increased the amount of the personal bond; 
e. The arrested person is currently on parole or any type of community supervision for a Class A or Class 

B misdemeanor, or a felony; 
f. The arrested person currently has a parole revocation warrant; 
g. The arrested person has other holds preventing their release; 
h. The arrested person has other charges for which personal bond is not being granted under this Standing 

Order or any similar Standing Order relating to misdemeanor offenses; 
1. The arrested person is being charged with an offense that includes a hate crime enhancement; 
j. The Pretrial Services Department or the staff at Travis County Central Booking have observed behavior 

that indicates the arrested person would pose an imminent danger to themselves or others if released; or 
k. The Magistrate believes, based upon credible evidence, that the automatic granting of a personal bond 

for the arrested person would constitute an unreasonable threat to the safety or property of any person, 
including, but not limited to, the accused or the victim or any member of the victim's family or 
household. 

This Standing Order does not diminish the statutory authority of any magistrate to grant a personal bond for-an 
arrested person charged with an offense that is not contained in Section I of this Standing Order, or for any 
person faced with any of the conditions described in Section II of this Standing Order, pursuant to their 
authority under CCP Chapter 17, with the bond conditions the magistrate believes are required by law or serve 
the interests of justice. 

All the requirements and conditions of the bond previously set by the magistrate remain in effect. 

If a law enforcement officer or attorney for the state has reason to believe that a particular arrested person 
should not receive a personal bond under this order, or that particular conditions should be added to the bond, 
that officer or attorney must contact a District Court Judge to make a request or recommendation for an 
exception to this Standing Order. 

IS IT ORDERED that all persons charged with a felony covered by this Standing Order and that meet the 
conditions described in this Standing Order shall be released on personal bond. 

A copy of this Standing Order shall be transmitted to the Sheriff of Travis County. 

On behalf of the Criminal District Judges of Travis County, Texas, Signed on the 23rd day of MARCH, 2020. 

Judge Brenda P. Kennedy 
Presiding Judge of the Travis County Criminal 


