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renumbered as Chapter 232 on June 1, 2018 (approved May 15, 2018, Item 7). Chapter 232 was 
repealed and replaced September 30, 2025, Item 53. 
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Subchapter A.  General Provisions of Chapter 

232.001 Authority 

The Commissioners Court acting in its capacity as the governing body of Travis County 
adopts this chapter under the authority of the laws of Texas. 

232.002 Intent of Chapter 

The purpose of this chapter is to allow visitors to have a safe and enjoyable park 
experience and to protect parks for future generations. 

232.003 Application of Chapter 

This chapter applies to users and visitors of Travis County Parks. 

232.004 Effective Date 

This chapter is in effect when approved by the Travis County Commissioners Court.  

[232.005 - 232.009 Reserved for Expansion] 

Subchapter B.  Park Rules 

232.010 Consequences of Violating Park Rules 

(a) Any violation of County park rules may result in confiscation of park permit(s) 
and eviction from the park for no fewer than forty-eight (48) hours and 
issuance of a Criminal Trespass Warning.  

(b) Travis County Park Rangers are police officers and have the authority to evict 
and issue criminal trespass warnings under Texas Penal Code Chapter 30.05 
Criminal Trespass. Evictions and criminal trespass warnings from a park shall 
be done by Park Rangers at the time of the violation, as soon as practical or 
by certified mail. 

(c) Unless stated otherwise, evictions and criminal trespass warnings are 
exclusive to the park where the violation occurred. Evictions from a County 
park cannot be appealed, but criminal trespass warnings can. To be 
considered, an appeal of a criminal trespass warning from a County park 
must follow procedures listed in subsection (e). 

(d) Duration of Eviction(s) and Criminal Trespass Warnings 
(1) A violation of County park rules may result in an eviction for 48 hours. 
(2) Repeated violations of County park rules or an aggravated rule 

violation may result in eviction from County parks and a criminal 
trespass warning for 30 days. 
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(3) Violation of a Class C Misdemeanor in a County park may result in an 
eviction from County parks and a six-month criminal trespass warning.  

(4) Violation of a Class A or Class B Misdemeanor in a park may result in 
eviction from County parks and a one-year criminal trespass warning. 

(5) Violation of a state jail felony or above in a park may result in eviction 
from County parks and a lifetime criminal trespass warning.  

(6) Committing a violent, weapon-related, drug-related, or sexual-related 
offense in a park may result in eviction from County parks and a 
lifetime criminal trespass warning for all parks. 

(e) Criminal Trespass Warning Appeal Process 
(1) Email the Travis County Parks Police at tcpp@traviscountytx.gov 

within seven days of being issued a criminal trespass warning. 
(2) In your email, explain why you believe the criminal trespass warning 

should be lifted, clarify your need to access the park under and include 
any other relevant information for the appeal officer to consider. 

(3) In cases where a lifetime ban is issued, a person may appeal the 
decision after two years from the date of the issuance by emailing 
tcpp@traviscountytx.gov. Be sure to include the information requested 
in (2), as well as any corrective action you have taken (such as proof of 
counseling, weapon forfeiture, or successful completion of 
rehabilitation). 

232.011 Entry and Camping 

(a) For County parks requiring a day use fee, no person shall enter or remain 
without paying the applicable fees.  

(b) Camping is only permitted in designated areas of County parks. 
(c) No person shall camp in any overnight County park for more than seven (7) 

days or in multiple overnight parks for more than fourteen (14) days during 
any 30-day period.  

232.012 Preservation of Park Property, Plants, and Wildlife 
(a) Visitors are prohibited from altering, carving, defacing, painting, or otherwise 

marking any tree, fence, rock, building, or other natural or man-made 
structure on County park property. 

(b) Visitors are prohibited from altering, damaging, or destroying any barrier, lock, 
door, camera, fence, gate, lighting, traffic control device, or other Travis 
County property. 

(c) Waste and Littering 
(1) No outside garbage, liquids or other types of waste may be dumped or 

discarded in any County park. 

mailto:tcpp@traviscountytx.gov
mailto:tcpp@traviscountytx.gov
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(2) Garbage associated with County park use must be deposited in 
containers provided by the County park or removed from the park. 

(d) Archaeological, Paleontological, and Historical Features 
(1) Archaeological, paleontological, and/or historical artifacts and features 

of any character located in, on, or under Travis County parkland 
control must not be disturbed or removed.  

(2) Except when authorized, entry into any historical structure, or climbing 
on, through, or over to gain entry into the structure is prohibited.  

(e) Animals. Visitors are prohibited from disturbing, feeding, harming, collecting, 
hunting, restraining, trapping or releasing animals. 

(f) Natural Materials 
(1) No person shall damage, destroy, disturb, or remove any timber, 

grass, shrubs, dirt, other vegetation, rock, sand, gravel, caliche, or 
other similar substance, material, or geologic feature, from any County 
park or other park property. 

(2) Plants may not be brought into any County park or other park property. 
(3) Cutting and/or gathering firewood or other material capable of 

combustion is prohibited. 
(4) Edible plants or fruit may be collected for personal consumption if 

doing so will not harm the plant/tree. 

232.013 Abandoned Property 

(a) Abandonment of personal property in a County park is strictly prohibited.  
(b) Any vehicle, boat, trailer, or other property left in a County park more than 

twenty-four (24) hours is considered abandoned and may be confiscated, 
destroyed, removed and stored at the owner’s expense as permitted by state 
law.  

(c) Travis County Parks may remove personal property if it presents an 
immediate and significant threat to human life, public safety or the 
environment. 

232.014 Alcohol Consumption 

(a) Public display of the consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited except 
for approved special events with access limited to adults at least twenty-one 
(21) years of age and older. 

(b) Sale of alcoholic beverages is prohibited in every County park. 
(c) Intoxicated persons are prohibited in County parks. 
(d) Visitors who become intoxicated will be removed. 
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(e) Alcoholic beverages are prohibited at all youth events. 
(f) Consumption of alcoholic beverages by participants and officials is prohibited 

at sporting events.  
(g) Failure to comply could result in removal from the park, issuance of a criminal 

trespass warning, and filing of criminal charges, if applicable. 

232.015 Children and Youth 

Adults are responsible for their minor children's actions. 

232.016 Drones, Unmanned Aircraft Systems 

(a) Use of drones are permitted if: 
(1) The operator has complied with all Federal Aviation Administration 

policies and rules regarding the use of drones especially recognizing 
the fact that many parks are within prohibited airspace near airports.  

(2) The drone does not interfere with other park visitors' enjoyment of the 
area. 

(3) The drone is operated in a safe and discrete manner so as to not pose 
a safety or security threat.  

(b) Operators shall have in their possession and provide proof of licensing for the 
drone being operated, if required. 

(c) No drone is permitted for use between dusk and dawn or during inclement 
weather conditions. 

(d) Drones are not permitted in any County park with signage indicating drones 
are not permitted.  

(e) Drones are not permitted to be operated in a manner that could reasonably 
be determined to disturb other visitors or adjacent residents. 

(f) Use of a drone in any park with signage indicating an emergency helicopter 
landing zone located inside the park must receive prior approval through the 
special event application process before flying the drone. 

232.017 Electric Bicycles and Other Electrified Conveyances  

(a) An electric bicycle or e-bike is defined as “a two or three-wheeled cycle with 
fully operable pedals and an electric motor of less than 750 watts that 
provides propulsion assistance.” This definition is consistent with the 
definition of “electric bicycle” in the Consumer Product Safety Act. Electric 
bicycles are divided into a three-class system that limits the maximum 
assisted speed of an e-bike: 
(1) Class 1 electric bicycle means an electric bicycle equipped with a 

motor that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling, and 
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that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed 
of 20 miles per hour. 

(2) Class 2 electric bicycle means an electric bicycle equipped with a 
motor that may be used exclusively to propel the bicycle, and that is 
not capable of providing assistance when the bicycle reaches the 
speed of 20 miles per hour. 

(3) Class 3 electric bicycle means an electric bicycle equipped with a 
motor that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling, and 
that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed 
of 28 miles per hour. 

(b) Class 1 and Class 2 electric bicycles are permitted on designated bicycle 
trails and must be operated in a manner so as not to be a danger to others or 
damage the environment or grass surfaces. 

(c) Other electrified conveyances, including golf carts and other multi-wheel 
electric vehicles, are only permitted to operate on sidewalks with sufficient 
width to accommodate the conveyance while not interfering with the flow of 
pedestrian traffic.  

(d) Electric bikes and other electrified conveyances are strictly prohibited where 
signs indicate. 

(e) This section is not intended to apply to electric motor vehicles legally 
permitted to operate on public roadways. 

232.018 Fire 

(a) Fires Prohibited 
(1) At the discretion of Travis County Parks staff, fires may be prohibited 

during hazardous conditions.  All fires are prohibited during a County 
burn ban.  Any fire that is started or ignited by a park visitor during a 
County burn ban will result in an immediate confiscation of park 
permit(s) and eviction of the park visitor from the County park and 
issuance of a criminal trespass warning as set forth in section 232.010. 

(2) When hazardous conditions are present, unless stated to the contrary, 
only propane stoves or charcoal are permitted for use. 

(3) No fires, stoves, or cooking of any kind are permitted in Hamilton Pool 
Preserve, Pogue Springs or Wild Basin Preserve. 

(4) No ground fires outside of designated fire rings or grills are permitted. 
(b) Fires Permitted 

(1) Fires are permitted in camp stoves, grills, and fireplaces. 
(2) Ground fires are permitted in designated areas only and must be 

maintained in a safe and controlled manner at all times. 
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(c) All fires and any ignited materials must be extinguished before leaving. 

232.019 Firearms and Weapons 

(a) Except as permitted by state law, no person may display or possess a firearm 
or other weapon in any County park. 

(b) Discharging of any device from which shot, a projectile, arrow, or bolt is fired 
by the force of an explosion, compressed air, gas, or mechanical device to 
include, but not limited to rifle, shotgun, handgun, air rifle, pellet gun, 
longbow, cross bow, sling shot, blow gun, or dart gun is strictly prohibited. 

(c) Use of bow and arrow is only permitted for sporting purposes in County parks 
that expressly authorize the use of a bow and arrow. 

(d) An exception may be permitted for events approved through the special event 
application process and only with proper declaration of the intended use, 
submission of detailed safety plans, and approval of other governmental 
agencies, if required.  

232.020 Fireworks 

(a) Ignition of fireworks in any park is prohibited. 
(b) An exception may be permitted for events approved through the special event 

application process and only with proper declaration of the intended use, 
submission of detailed safety plans, and approval of other governmental 
agencies, if required.  

232.021 Glass Containers 

No person shall bring into or use glass containers in any area of the County parks. 

232.022 Metal Detectors and Other Detection Devices 

Use of metal detectors and other detection devices are prohibited in County parks 
without approval through the special event application process. 

232.023 Noise and Artificial Lighting Limits 

(a) Visitors will not create excessive noise, meaning a level which could 
reasonably be determined to disturb other visitors or adjacent residents. 

(b) All combustible engine generators and/or amplified music must be turned off 
between the hours of 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. 

(c) Visitors are not permitted to introduce artificial lighting that could reasonably 
be determined to disturb other visitors or adjacent residents. 
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232.024 Parking 

(a) All vehicles shall be properly parked in designated parking spots only. 
(b) Parking on unimproved areas such as grass or other unpaved areas is 

prohibited unless signage or park staff specifically authorize doing so. 
(c) Except for County parks authorizing overnight camping, vehicles are not 

permitted to remain in parks overnight. An exception can be made by the 
Parks Director (or designee) if granted approval through the special event 
application process. 

232.025 Pets and Horses 

(a) Pets 
(1) Pets are defined as dogs and cats.  All pets must be kept under direct 

control and attached to a person or fixed object at all times by a leash 
not to exceed six (6) feet in length. 

(2) Pets shall not be left unattended or constitute a nuisance. 
(3) Noisy, vicious, or dangerous pets are not permitted. 
(4) Pets are not permitted in Hamilton Pool Preserve, McGregor/Hippie 

Hollow Park, Pogue Springs, and Tom Hughes Park. Service dogs 
may be allowed in these designated County parks if guidelines of the 
American with Disabilities Act are followed, and the service dog is 
needed because of a disability. Emotional support dogs are not 
permitted in the County parks listed in this subsection. 

(5) Other pets and animals, such as barnyard animals, exotics, llamas, 
mules, donkeys, goats, and wild animals are not permitted in any park. 
An exception may be permitted in limited instances for events 
approved through the special event application process. 

(6) Pet owners are responsible for removal of any waste left by their pet. 
(b) Horses 

(1) Horses are permitted at Northeast Metropolitan Park, Pace Bend Park, 
Reimer’s Ranch, and Webberville Park. All horses must have verifiable 
Coggins papers. 

(2) Northeast Metropolitan Park Equestrian Areas are for special groups 
only. Prior approval is required. 

(3) Owners are responsible for the removal of any waste left by their 
horse. 

(4) Except for loading and unloading, conveyances transporting horses 
shall not be parked in a way that hinders flow of traffic.  
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(5) Owners/riders are responsible for ensuring their horse does not 
interfere with park visitors and must maintain control of them at all 
times. 

232.026 Sexual Accessories or Devices 
It is not permissible to intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly use accessories or devices 
of a real or perceived sexual nature while engaging in conduct containing elements of 
the offenses of public lewdness under Section 21.07, Penal Code, or indecent exposure 
under Section 21.08, Penal Code. Engaging in these uses and violations of these Penal 
Code provisions will result in immediate eviction from the County park, and issuance of 
a criminal trespass warning as set forth in Section 232.010. 

232.027 Soliciting and Vendors 

(a) No solicitation is permitted. 
(b) No one may rent or sell any item or service except under an approved 

concession contract. Transfer of a vendor contract from one person to 
another is not permissible. Each vendor must operate under their own 
concession contract. 

(c) Selling items or services must not impede traffic flow in parking areas or on 
sidewalks. 

232.028 Special Events and Other Park Events 
(a) Unless waived by the Parks Director (or designee), special events shall only 

be considered after submission of a substantially complete application. 
Applications must be submitted no less than fourteen (14) days from 
commencement of the event. 

(b) No event shall be approved or permitted if the safety of persons or property is 
reasonably in question as determined by the Parks Assistant Director of 
Public Safety and Resource Protection (or designee). 

(c) Organizations and individuals wanting to film or take photographs on Travis 
County Parks property for commercial use, stock photography, student 
projects, television, or movies must complete a special events application and 
obtain approval before doing so. 

(d) Unless waived by the Parks Director (or designee), with the exception of 
overnight County parks, special events are not permitted after the County 
park closes. In consideration of a special event, full disclosure of the request 
to use the County park after closing must be included in the special event 
application and liability release.  

232.029 Swimming and Fishing 

(a) All swimming is at your own risk. No lifeguards are provided.  
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(b) Swimming is not permitted in ponds or streams when signs are posted. 
(c) Fishing is not permitted in a park when signs are posted prohibiting fishing. 

Fishing must be in compliance with all applicable local and state laws. 

232.030 Turf Grass and Field Use 

(a) Hours of Play 
(1) Unless waived by the Parks Director (or designee) each natural grass 

multi-use and soccer field is limited to twenty-four (24) hours of use 
during any Sunday through Saturday and each baseball and softball 
field is limited to thirty-six (36) hours of use during any Sunday through 
Saturday.  This does not apply to synthetic fields which do not have a 
use capacity. 

(2) Practice is not permitted on natural grass multi-use and soccer fields 
unless waived by the Parks Director (or designee). This does not apply 
to practice occurring prior to official games as part of a warmup 
process. 

(b) Ground Conditions 
(1) No athletic events are permitted on fields during rain or other inclement 

weather conditions.  
(2) No athletic events are permitted on fields unless surfaces are 

sufficiently dry. 
(c) On a rotating basis, fields are required to undergo a three-week (3) recovery 

period during each growing season. No play is permitted on fields during this 
time. 

(d) Unless approved by the Parks Director (or designee), non-athletic events are 
not permitted on fields. 

232.031 Vehicles and Trailers 

(a) Motorized vehicles must remain on designated roadways and parking areas. 
(b) Motor vehicles not licensed for street use are prohibited in any County park. 
(c) Only two (2) motor vehicles are permitted per designated campsite. 
(d) All motor vehicles and trailers must park in designated areas only and may 

not impede the flow of traffic.  
(e) Motor vehicles operated on roadways inside parks must obey all posted 

speed limits, traffic signs or signals, other traffic control devices, and vehicle 
lighting requirements as if operated on a public roadway. 

232.032 Watercraft, Boat Trailers, and Launching  

(a) General Rules 
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(1) Only watercraft and boat trailers in compliance with all applicable local 
and state laws are permitted in parks. 

(2) All launching and retrieval of watercraft must be done in a safe 
manner. 

(3) All trailered or motorized watercraft must be launched at designated 
boat ramps or boat launch areas only. 

(4) Watercraft are prohibited from mooring to park buoys. 
(b) Standards of Conduct for Commercial Boat Operators 

(1) All trailered or motorized watercraft must be launched at designated 
boat ramps or boat launch areas only. 

(2) Trailers must remain attached to the towing units and can’t be 
disconnected or left on parks property overnight. 

(3) Only watercraft and boat trailers in compliance with all applicable local 
and state laws are permitted in parks. 

(4) All launching and retrieval of watercraft must be done in a safe 
manner. 

(5) All motor vehicles and trailers must be properly parked in designated 
parking spots when parked inside the park. 

(6) When booths are operational, all permittees engaging in commercial 
boat operations must stop at the booth and declare entry before 
proceeding into the park. This does not apply to Mary Quinlan Park in 
which case vehicles must stop if park staff are present and requesting 
to verify permitting. 

(7) No permittee shall use a County Park address as their business 
address. 

[232.033 - 232.040 Reserved for Expansion] 

Subchapter C.  Additional Park Rules for Specific Parks 

232.041 Bob Wentz Park 

Pets are not permitted on the Point at Bob Wentz Park. 

232.042 Hamilton Pool Preserve 

(a) Pets are not permitted in Hamilton Pool Preserve. 
(b) Fires, stoves, or cooking of any kind are not permitted in Hamilton Pool 

Preserve. 
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(c) Swimming and other water contact are not permitted at Hamilton Pool 
Preserve when bacteria levels exceed safe standards, and when signs are 
posted. 

(d) Drones are not permitted at Hamilton Pool Preserve. 

232.043 Loop 360 Boat Ramp 

(a) The Loop 360 Boat Ramp may be used only to launch and retrieve watercraft 
or board and disembark watercraft.   

(b) Visitors are prohibited from all other activities, including loitering, grilling, 
fishing, picnicking, swimming, and any water activities from the shoreline. 

232.044 McGregor/Hippie Hollow Park 
(a) No person under the age of 18 is permitted into McGregor/Hippie Hollow 

Park. 
(b) Any authorization or consent to the nude display of children and the nude 

display of adults with children present under the age of eighteen (18) in this 
park will be treated as a violation of the law and park rules. Violators and 
parties to such violations will be investigated and prosecuted if possible. 

(c) Use of low light vision equipment or video recording devices at 
McGregor/Hippie Hollow Park is strictly prohibited.  

(d) Photography of visitors at McGregor/Hippie Hollow Park is strictly prohibited 
without the person’s approval. 

(e) Drones are not permitted in McGregor/Hippie Hollow Park 
(f) Pets are not permitted in McGregor/Hippie Hollow Park. 

232.045 Pogue Springs 

(a) Pets are not permitted in Pogue Springs Park. 
(b) Fires, stoves, or cooking of any kind are not permitted in Pogue Springs Park. 
(c) Drones are not permitted at Pogue Springs Park. 

232.046 Tom Hughes Park 

Pets are not permitted in Tom Hughes Park. 

232.047 Wild Basin Preserve 

(a) Fires, stoves, or cooking of any kind are prohibited at Wild Basin Preserve. 
(b) Pets are not permitted in Wild Basin Preserve. 
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