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From: Patti Smith, CPA 

 Travis County Auditor 

 

Date: June 16, 2021 

 

Subject: District Clerk’s Office Criminal Bonds Examination 

 

Scheduled as part of our statutory requirements, the Risk Evaluation and Consulting Division 

(REC) of the Travis County Auditor's Office has completed an examination of Travis County 

District Clerk’s Office criminal bonds. We conducted our examination in accordance with the 

applicable statutes governing the County Auditor’s Office and those relating to County financial 

and accounting protocols. As a result of our examination, we are providing this report on our 

findings and recommendations.  

 

BACKGROUND 
 

 

The Travis County District Clerk’s Office is responsible for recording, tracking, collecting, 

posting, and disbursing civil and criminal fines and fees. In addition, this office is responsible for 

tracking and disbursing the bond and trust funds collected. District Clerk Finance staff are 

responsible for making deposits and disbursements of the funds collected. Also, they reconcile the 

office bank accounts, including all bond and trust funds, and produce office financial schedules 

and statements. 

 

SCOPE OF EXAMINATION 
 

 

The primary objective of this examination was to verify the accuracy of the District Clerk’s 

criminal bonds including the collection and disbursement of these funds for the period February 

1, 2020 through July 31, 2020. This encompassed examinations of controls over handling and 

managing collections and disbursements of criminal bond funds.  
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EXAMINATION METHODOLOGY 
 

 

Our work was based on applying sampling procedures to office records and on verbal and written 

representations from the District Clerk’s Office staff. Sampling relates to examining, on a test 

basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial records and statements. 

The use of sampling techniques would not necessarily disclose all matters in the office’s financial 

statements, financial records, and internal controls that might be material weaknesses or 

misstatements. Regarding the written and verbal representations made by personnel from the 

District Clerk’s Office, unless otherwise noted in this report, office management maintains that the 

assertions we relied upon in the examination were correct to the best of their knowledge.   

 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 

During this examination, we noted issued with criminal cash bonds including bond funds 

remaining on deposit for criminal cases that received judgments, were dismissed, or did not receive 

an indictment. Also, it appeared funds remained on deposit with District Clerk for criminal cases 

that were forfeited, exonerated, and transferred to another court as well as for cases converted to 

FACTS in October 2004. See Attachment A for details on the findings and recommendations. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

 

Attachment A: This attachment contains the details of our findings for this review, including 

recommendations to and responses from office management.  

 

EXAMINATION TEAM 
 

 

Lisa Denton, CFE, Financial Auditor VI 

 

CLOSING 
 

 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Travis County District Clerk’s 

Office and the Commissioners’ Court. We greatly appreciate the cooperation and assistance 

received from the management and staff of the District Clerk’s Office during this examination. 

Please contact us if you have any questions or concerns regarding this report. 
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David Jungerman, CIA 

Chief Assistant County Auditor II 

Risk Evaluation & Consulting Division 

 

 

 

 

 

            

                          

Patti Smith, CPA  

Travis County Auditor 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REPORT DISTRIBUTION 
 

 

Lora Livingston, Judge, 353rd Judicial District 

Brenda Kennedy, Judge, 403rd Judicial District 

Andy Brown, County Judge 

Jeff Travillion, Commissioner, Precinct 1 

Brigid Shea, Commissioner, Precinct 2 

Ann Howard, Commissioner, Precinct 3 

Margaret Gomez, Commissioner, Precinct 4 

Chris Dietche, Deputy Chief, District Clerk’s Office 

Rene Rangel, Financial Manager, District Clerk’s Office 

Travis County Executive Managers 

Managers, Travis County Auditor’s Office 

Examination File 
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ATTACHMENT A – FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Criminal Cash Bonds 

As of July 31, 2020, the District Clerk maintained 387 open criminal cash bonds totaling 

$1,269,770.20. We reviewed these criminal bonds, noting the following: 
 

• There were 153 (40%) criminal cash bonds totaling $355,981.00 (28%) for which the 

applicable criminal case received judgments, were dismissed, or did not receive an indictment.  

All 153 of these bonds remained on deposit with the District Clerk at the end of the examination 

period. 
 

Management Response: 

Criminal cash bonds are disbursed when a court order is presented in accordance with Texas 

Criminal Code of Procedure (Art. 17.02) which requires a court order to refund the bond to the 

defendant or an assignee. On an annual basis, our office reviews records to determine which cases 

can be escheated to the state. At the time of eligible escheatment, we notify the person on record 

prior to submitting funds to the state of Texas. [We also take an extra step of using our location 

tools to confirm a good address for the person]. Texas Criminal Code 17.02 does not mention how 

funds are to be distributed in cases that are dismissed or did not receive an indictment. We will 

work with the County Attorney to determine a legal process to address these types of specific case 

dispositions. 
 

• Exclusive of the 153 bonds in the preceding bullet point, there were 45 (12%) criminal cash 

bonds totaling $30,954.34 (2.4%) for which the applicable criminal case received judgments, 

were dismissed, or did not receive indictments. All 45 of these bonds received signed turnover 

orders releasing a portion of the bond funds to be applied to court costs/fees on other cases. 

For each, this portion of the bond was disbursed; however, the remaining bond funds remained 

on deposit with the District Clerk at the end of the examination period. 
 

Management Response: 

Our office will notify the individuals of remaining funds held in the registry. If an order is not 

received by our office, we will begin the escheatment process for these cases.  
 

• Thirty-six (9%) criminal cash bonds totaling $72,740.07 (6%) were converted to FACTS in 

October of 2004. The dates on the applicable cases range from 1989 to 2003. It appears bond 

funds and, in some cases, accrued interest remains on deposit with the District Clerk for these 

bonds.  
 

Management Response: 

At one point in time, these bonds were maintained by the Treasurer’s Office and were maintained 

in an interest-bearing account. On or around 2013, after a rule change and based on the Auditor’s 

suggestion, these cases were sent to the District Clerk’s Office. Our staff initiated a massive 

project, entered all bonds into FACTS and sent notifications to the defendants regarding the bonds. 

Our office worked collaboratively with the County Attorney’s Office to ensure there were no 

outstanding fees due to the county. We will review these files again and if they do contain funds 

that have not been distributed, we will notify the parties in accordance with Texas Law. 
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• Eleven (3%) criminal cash bonds totaling $15,094.78 (1%) were listed as being forfeited in 

FACTS. One bond had a default judgment on the bond forfeiture case, one bond had a pending 

bond forfeiture case, five bonds had signed turnover orders releasing a portion of the bond 

funds for court costs/fees on another case, and four bonds related to cases converted to FACTS 

in October of 2004. These bond funds remain on deposit with the District Clerk.   
 

Management Response: 

As discussed above, the law states that disbursement can only occur with a Court Order. 

Therefore, the clerk can only disburse in accordance with the Judgment/Turnover Order. We will 

work with the County Attorney to determine if a legal means exists to release the remaining funds 

since the Order which has been processed appears not to have disbursed all of the funds in the 

account. 
 

• The defendant posting one (.3%) criminal cash bond totaling $1,500.00 (.1%) was exonerated 

at trial. The applicable bond funds remain on deposit with the District Clerk. 
 

Management Response: 

As discussed above, the law states that disbursement can only occur with a Court Order. 

Therefore, the clerk can only disburse in accordance with the Order. 
 

• The cases related to two (.5%) criminal cash bonds totaling $2,250.00 (.2%) were pled to 

misdemeanors that were then transferred to the Travis County Clerk. However, the applicable 

bonds were not transferred to the County Clerk, and they remain on deposit with the District 

Clerk. 
 

Management Response: 

The District Clerk will review our files and if appropriate will transfer the funds to the County 

Clerk’s Office. 
 

For each of the bonds noted in the bullet points above, we noted FACTS contained no evidence 

that an attempt had been made to contact the original bond payors or to disburse the bond balances 

to the applicable parties. However, in relation to an additional 25 criminal cash bonds totaling 

51,701.62, letters dated April 2012, March 2013, or April 2017 were mailed to defendants, 

informing these parties that bond funds were on deposit under their names which would be 

disbursed to them once claimed. To date, these deposits were not claimed by these parties, nor 

were they escheated as unclaimed property.   
 

Recommendation: 

Based on the significance noted above, we recommend that the District Clerk’s Office staff 

periodically review open criminal bonds deposits. If this review yields bonds that could be 

refunded, forfeited, or escheated, office staff should work with the applicable parties to properly 

distribute these funds.  
 

Overall Management Response: 

As discussed above, the law states that disbursements can only occur with a Court Order. 

Therefore, the Clerk can only disburse in accordance with the Order.  Based on this audit, the 

District Clerk will review our process of funds and consult with the County Attorney. 
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